BROMELIAD SOCIETY OF
SAN
FRANCISCO
DECEMBER 2019

Meeting Specifics
When:
Time:

Thursday, December 19
6:00 PM
Recreation Room

Where:

Holiday Potluck and Gift Exchange

San Francisco County Fair
Building
9th Avenue at Lincoln Way
San Francisco

Note that we are meeting earlier
this month for the holiday party.

This month culminates another year for our society. For our
members that are not able to get to our monthly meetings, we
hope that many of you will be able to join us for the holiday
potluck. This month’s meeting will be an opportunity for us to
socialize and partake of great food. The society is providing an
turkey and ham. We are asking you to bring a dish to share–
drinks, appetizer, vegetable dish, rolls, desserts, etc. Dan Arcos is
tracking our food items. Go to
https://sfbromeliad.org/potluckLists/potluckDec2018.html for list.
Please try to remember to bring serving silverware for the dish
that you bring. We will provide plates, cups, silverware, and
napkins.
Our club will provide a plant for each member. You may also
bring a special plant or plant-related item for exchange with
the other members (not required).
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November Meeting
Kelly’s enthusiasm during his presentation was embraced by the
audience
Last month we were fortunate
to have Kelly Griffin as our
speaker. He visits us about
once every one or two years.
His talk this year focused on a
recent trip he took this year
to Mexico. He started his talk
by showing us photos of some
of his recent hybrids, which is
one of his duties at Altman’s
Nursery in southern California.
He is focusing on smallvariegated Agaves that were

stunning. Some in our group
asked when these will be
available commercially. Kelly
does not know since they must
meristem the plants and grow
them to sale size.
The early slides of his show
were Agaves in habitat that
were the parents of some of
these hybrids. We did not get to
see any bromeliads until Kelly
had arrived in the Oaxaca area

that is home to several types of
plants. His exploration from
Oaxaca south showed us many
bromeliads. He was accurate with
his plants name except for a
tillandsia that none of us in the
meeting could identify. Most of
the bromeliads were tillandsias
with a few Hechtia species.

Kelly apologized for not
bringing us plants for sale as
he usually does, but he did
not have time to gather any
plants before his flight from
san Diego. He promised io
make up for it on his next visit
to our society.
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Searching For Glorious Guzmanias

Guzmania musaica

Aechmea pubescens

Racine and I made it a collecting goal when we spent six months in
Colombia in 1946. We looked far and wide for a favorable spot around
Ocana, where Wallis had found it and where he had lost his life, in
search of this Guzmania musaica, but the mountains, once a lush
jungle were now nude and dry. From one section to another we went
by horseback, by truck, and on foot. For days we searched and finally
gave up. To add to the difficulties involved, a precious book of
Traveler's Checks joggled out of my pocket while wrestling with the
horse over a steep trail. Or they may have been lost when I climbed
up into a tree using the horse's back to reach the first limb where
lodged a bromeliad. My horse did not seem to approve of this effort
and sauntered off just as I was dangling in mid-air. Finally, I was able
to take a specimen of Aechmea pubescens from high up in the tree
and then spent five frantic minutes beating off hundreds of frantic,
disturbed ants which literally covered me; possibly it was there that I
lost our very much needed Traveler's Checks whose absence was
discovered only much later. In disappointment that day we gave up
hopes of finding the coveted G. musaica.
Two weeks later, however, on our way to the oil fields, we spied a
tree trunk covered with just what we were looking for, G. musaica,
but it was at dusk and we dared not linger, then, along the way as the
fierce Motilone Indians haunted this area making it unsafe to be out
even in the day time, not to mention after dark. All windows and
doors in the cabins were covered with hardware cloth to prevent
arrows from entering. All night I dreamed of those plants; at six in the
morning I rushed out into the jungle and found the tree I had seen the
day before. There, like a feast awaiting the hungry, were ten
beautiful plants of G. musaica encircling the tree trunk in a spiral
vine-like rhythm on their long stolons . . . and they were in flower! It
was a rewarding sight, well worth all the discomforts and
disappointments of the miles of dangerous searching.
[This is an excerpt of an article by Mulford Foster taken from the
Journal of the Bromeliad Society, Volume 7, Number 1]

In Memorium: Ted Kipping
Sadly, our dear friend and fellow member in
several plant clubs, Ted passed away on
Sunday November 24. Ted was noted for his
encyclopedic wealth of plant and nature
knowledge and pedagogy. Many of us have
been to his garden and have been overwhelmed
by the expanse of plants from tropical to alpine
specimens he grew. He was an old friend of
mine and instrumental as a mentor to me especially as an artistic arborist.
Daniel Arcos

Ted Kipping R.I.P.
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Bromeliad Society of San Francisco (BSSF)

The BSSF is a non-profit educational organization promoting the study and cultivation of bromeliads. The BSSF meets
monthly on the 3rd Thursday at 7:30 PM in the Recreation Room of the San Francisco County Fair Building, 9th Avenue at
Lincoln Way, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. Meetings feature educational lectures and displays of plants. Go to
sfbromeliad.org for information about our meetings.
The BSSF publishes a monthly newsletter that comes with the membership. Annual dues are single ($15), dual ($20). To
join the BSSF, mail your name(s), address, telephone number, e-mail address, and check payable to the BSSF to:
Harold Charns, BSSF Treasurer, 255 States Street, San Francisco, CA 94114-1405.
OFFICERS and DIRECTORS
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Director
Director

Carl Carter
Dan Arcos
Harold Charns
Carola Ziermann
Roger Lane
Jill L. Myers

carl.m.carter@sbcglobal.net
darcos@pacbell.net
Harold@States-Street.com
carola.ziermann@yahoo.com
rdodger@pacbell.net
GEZUNDA@Earthlink.net

510-318-2379
415-823-9661
415-861-6043
925-446-4028
650-949-4831
415-706-7358

BROMELIAD SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL
The Bromeliad Society International publishes the Journal bimonthly at Orlando, Florida. Subscription price (in U.S. $)
is included in the 12-month membership dues. Please address all membership and subscription correspondence to
Membership Secretary Annette Dominquez, 8117 Shenandoah Dr., Austin, TX 78753-5734, U.S.A. or go to www.bsi.org.

Roger Lane
551 Hawthorne Court
Los Altos, CA 94024

