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Last month, our president Carl Carter visited Peru on a
Guillermo Rivera plant tour. Although he will show us photos
of the world’s largest bromeliad, Peru has many other
bromeliads and plants from other families (there are 21,462
species of plants and animals reported as of 2003) as well as
Machu 567789:! Come to this month’s meeting to get Carl’s
vision of this beautiful country.
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On Sunday, 29 September from 2-5 PM, many of our society members met at the home of Marilyn Moyer and
Peder Samuelsen for a tea party. Marilyn and Peder have been long-time members, but Marilyn’s recent
health problems have prevented them from attending our monthly meetings. So this was an opportunity to get
together and socialize, tour the gardens and greenhouse, and partake of sweets and tea as well as other
beverages. The party was well attended and parking was a challenge if you arrived even 20 minutes after the
beginning of the party. Thanks, Marilyn and Peder for hosting a very enjoyable event. Josephine Bjeliqvist and
Steven Lysaght have provided some photos taken at the party. Additional
photos are available on our Facebook page.
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[This is a continuation of the article which appeared in the April, 1985
BROMELIANA surveying the habitats of the Tillandsias purchased by our
members, to assist them in adopting effective cultural routines, which can
conform to the natural habitats of their plants. ]
For those readers unfamiliar with the terms used, the following definitions
are offered:
Epiphytic means growing attached to another plant as on the branches of
a tree or on a cactus but able to provide its own source of food, and not as
a parasite.
Saxicolous means growing on rocks or cliffs.
Terrestrial means growing on the ground.
Xerophytic means growing under dry, arid conditions.
T. incarnata - Terrestrial, epiphytic and saxicolous in sunny habitats, 1,500
to 9,500 feet in Columbia and Ecuador. If you have been having trouble
with this plant as an epiphyte, try it in a very loose mix.
T. ionantha - Epiphytic and terrestrial (surprise!) from Mexico to Nicaragua
at 1,000 to 5,000 feet. It grows in many varied environments and can take
full sun and water.
T. ionantha var. van hyningii - Full sun and dry on rock cliffs in Mexico.
T. ionochroma - Epiphytic in moist, cool cloud woods at 7,000 to 12,000
feet in Ecuador and Peru. If you could keep the light on when the door was
closed, it would do well in your refrigerator.
T. ixioides - Epiphytic from near sea level to 6,500 feet in Bolivia,
Paraguay, Uraguay and North Argentina.
T. juncea - Found growing epiphytic from about sea level to 6,500 ft. in
Mexico, Greater Antilles to Bolivia.
T. kalinbacheri - Epiphytic on oaks in Mexico. Its green leaves make this
a pot plant, indoors.
T. karwinskyana - Saxicolous and epiphytic from 4,500 to 6,500 foot
elevation in Mexico.
T. kegeliana - Epiphytic in low, moist forests, Panama to Brazil.. I’ve got
one in a south window, but growing in a small pot with a very loose mix on
a capillary mat. It is doing ne now that it has rooted. I’ve got one doing even
better in moderate light, sitting loose on the leaf axil of a big Guzmania.
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T. kegeliana - Epiphytic in low, moist forests, Panama to
Brazil.. I’ve got one in a south window, but growing in a
small pot with a very loose mix on a capillary mat. It is
doing ne now that it has rooted. I’ve got one doing even
better in moderate light, sitting loose on the leaf axil of a
big Guzmania.

T. meridionalis - Epiphytic in varied localities and
altitudes from Brazil to Panama.
T. mitlaensis - Grows in high elevations, saxicolous on
rock cliffs in full sun in central Mexico.

T. lampropoda - Epiphytic in woods 4,000 - 6,000 feet
from Mexico to Costa Rica.

T. monodelpha - Epiphytic in rain forest from near sea
level to 3,500 feet from Central America to Venezuela
and Brazil. Grows very moist and shaded.

T. latifolia v. latifolia (small variety) and v. major - Grow
on rocks and sand along the coast of Peru, from near sea
level to 6,000 feet up.

T. montana - Epiphytic in forests at about 2,000 feet in
Brazil. Grows moist and shaded.

T. latifolia v. divaricata - Saxicolous and epiphytic in dry
areas in Ecuador and Peru from sea level to 9,000-foot
elevation.
T. leiboldiana - Epiphytic in moist, shady forests from sea
level to 6,000 feet in Mexico and Central America. It has
soft green leaves and does best in a pot.
T. lindenii - Epiphytic, about 4,000 feet altitude in
northwest Peru. Indoors does best in a pot.
T. linearis- Epiphytic in moist, shaded forests from sea
level to 3,000 feet in Brazil.
T. loliacea- Saxicolous and epiphytic in semi- arid habitats
from sea-level to 5,000 feet from Bolivia to Argentina.
T. lorentziana - Saxicolous and epiphytic from 2,000 to
7,500 feet from Bolivia to Argentina.
T. macbrideana -Saxicolous on rock cliffs 6,000 to 9,000
feet up in Peru where it grows cool and humid but not wet
and in bright light.
T. macdougallii -Saxicolous on rock faces and epiphytic
in pine and oak forests 5,000 to 12,000 feet in Central
Mexico. At those elevations it grows quite cool and is
usually bathed in clouds and gets ltered light. Very nicky for
indoors where it can’t get enough humidity and for the
greenhouse where you will have to avoid soaking it.
T. magnusiana - Epiphytic in woods3,000 to 4,500 feet up
in Mexico to Salvador. Grows moist in semi-shade.
T. mallemontii - Epiphytic in low woods or, rarely,
saxicolous, from sea level to 2,500 feet in Brazil. Grows
timid in moderate light.
T. mauryana - Saxicolous on rock cliffs and epiphytic in
dry forests, 4,500 to 7,500 feet up in central Mexico in dry,
sunny areas.

T. multicaulis - Epiphytic in moist, shaded forests at
4,500 to 7500 feet in Mexico and Central America.
Indoors it does well in a pot.
T. myosura - Epiphytic in dry at 2,000 to 7,500 feet from
Peru to Argentina.
T. narthecioides - Epiphytic in moist forests at sea
level to 3,000 feet in Ecuador. It does well in a pot on
capillary mats under lights if you don’t overwater the
mat.
T. oaxacana - Saxicolous on rock cliffs and epiphytic in
pine and oak forests 3,500 to 9,000 feet in Mexico.
Grows in semi-shade. It likes to be cool and humid but
don’t soak it.
T. orogenes - Epiphytic in forests 4,500 to 6,500 feet up
in Mexico and Nicaragua.
T. ortgesiana - Saxicolous on high, rock cliffs in good
light.
T paleacea - Saxicolous on rocks and desert sands, or
on trees in dry areas from sea-level to 9,000 feet up in
Columbia, Bolivia and Chile.
T. paraensis - Epiphytic in forests from sea-level to
1,500 feet in Columbia, Venezuela, Brazil and Bolivia.
T. plumosa - Saxicolous and epiphytic in open, sunny
habitats at 4,500 to 7,5 0 0 foot elevations in central
Mexico.
T. pohliana - Grows on rocks and epiphytic in thickets
and dry woods, 2,000 to 4,500 feet up in Peru, Bolivia,
Brazil, Paraguay and Argentina.
T. polystachya - Epiphytic from near sea level to 5,000
feet in Florida, West Indies, Mexico, Brazil and Bolivia.
T. ponderosa-Epiphytic in oak and pine forests
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T. prodigiosa - Forest epiphyte at elevations of 3,000 to 7,500 feet in Mexico.
T. pruinosa - Epiphytic from near sea level to 3,000 feet from Florida, Mexico and Cuba to Ecuador and Brazil.
T. pueblenis v. pueblensis - Saxicolous at about 4,500 feet elevation in southern Mexico.
T. pueblensis v. glabrior - Saxicolous and epiphytic in southern Mexico from 3,500 to 7,500 feet.
T. peiranoi- Saxicolous on rock cliffs, 4,000 feet up in Argentina.
T. punctulata - Epiphytic in shaded, moist forests at 1,000 to 6,000 elevations in Mexico and Central America. Keep in
shade and spray often
T. purpurea - Grows on sand, rocks and xerophytic vegetation from near sea level to about 3,000 feet in coastal
Ecuador and Peru.
T. rectangula - Epiphytic at 1,500 feet in Bolivia and Argentina.
T. recurvata - Epiphytic and sometimes even terrestrial in dry habitats from near sea level to 9,000 feet elevation from
Florida to Argentina.
T. reichenbachii - (Similar to T. duratii.) Epiphytic in woods 500 to 6,000 feet in Bolivia and Argentina.
T. remota - Epiphytic in open, sunny areas, 500 to 3,000 feet up in Mexico, Guatemala and Salvador.
T. rhomboidea - Terrestrial, about 3,000 feet up in Columbia.
T. roland-gosselinii - Epiphytic in open areas in full sun at or near sealevel on the west coast of Mexico.
T. rodrigueziana - Saxicolous on cliffs and epiphytic in open areas and in forests from 3,500 to 6,000 feet up in Mexico
and Nicaragua.
T. rosea -Saxicolous from near sealevel to 4,700 feet up in Brazil.
T. rothii - Epiphytic in moist, open areas in full sun at sea level in western Mexico.
T. schiedeana - Epiphytic near sea level to 5,500 feet in Mexico and West Indies to Columbia and Venezuela.
T. seleriana- Epiphytic in pine and oak woods, 500 to 6,000 ft., moist in semi-shade, Mexico to Honduras.
T. socialis -Saxicolous on rocks at 3,500 feet in Chiapas, Mexico.
T. spherocephala - Saxicolous and epiphytic, 3,000 to 9,500 feet in Bolivia and Argentina.
T. standleyi - Epiphytic in forest, 4,500 to 7,000 feet in Guatemala and Honduras.
T. streptocarpa - Saxicolous in sun or epiphytic in forest from near sea level to 7,000 feet in Peru, Paraguay, Brazil and
Argentina.
T. streptophylla - Epiphytic from near sea level to 2,700 feet, from Mexico to Honduras.
T. stricta – Epiphytic in both dry and wet forests from near sea level to 4,500 feet in Venezuela, Guyana,
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Suriname, Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay and Argentina. With such a large,
geographic range and diverse environments, you would expect T. stricta
to easily adapt to indoor conditions like T. ionantha and T. caput
medusae. However, our experience is that it is quite finicky. It doesn’t like
to be soaked, but it will tend to dry up to straw without misting at least
twice a week, or steady, high humidity.
T. subulifera - Epiphytic in low, moist forests in Panama, Venezuela and
Trinidad.
T. tectorum -Saxicolous, 3000 to 8,000 feet in Ecuador and Peru.
T. tenuifolia - Epiphytic in low forests (mostly dry or only moderately
moist) from near sea level to 7,000 feet from Cuba and West Indies down
to Argentina.
T. tricholepis - Epiphytic and saxicolous in humid to semi-arid habitats
from near sea level to 7,500 feet in Bolivia, Paraguay and Argentina.
T. tricolor - Epiphytic in forests in Mexico and Central America from near
sea level to 7,000 feet.
T. triglochinoides - Epiphytic in woods, 1000 to 2,500 feet up in Ecuador
and Peru.
T. umbellata - Epiphytic in sunny areas at 6,500 feet in Ecuador.
T. valenzuelana - Epiphytic in forests from near sea level to 6,500 feet,
from southern Florida, Greater Antilles and Mexico to Venezuela and
Bolivia.
T. venusta - Epiphytic in low, moist forests in Costa Rica and Ecuador.
T. vernicosa - Saxicolous and epiphytic in dry woods from near sea level
to 7,500 feet in Bolivia, Paraguay and Argentina.
T. vicentina - Epiphytic in forests 4,500 to 8,000 feet up, from Mexico to
Nicaragua.
T. violacea- Saxicolous and epiphytic 4,500 to 9,000 feet high in Mexico
and Guatemala. It gets to be a pretty big plant and probably does better in
a pot in cultivation.
T. xerographica- Epiphytic or rarely terrestrial, 500 to 1,800 feet high in
Mexico, Guatemala and Salvador. Grows very dry in full sun. (The leaf tips
of the plants of this species which grow in Mexico are generally not as
tightly recurved and curly as those found in Guatemala. One of the forms
of the former is now said to be a new species called T. tomaselli. Another
related form has now been described as a new species called T. cruziana,
but some taxonomists put T. tomaselli and T. cruziana in synonymy with
T. xerographica because they regard the differences as not taxonomically
signi cant, and only as culturally induced variations in habit.)
T. xiphioides-Epiphytic and saxicolous in dry habitats, 2,000 to 7,500 feet
up, in Bolivia, Brazil, Paraguay, Venezuela and Argentina.
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