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Michael Hogan, one of our society members, will be the speaker
for this month. Michael has been been growing broms from seed
since the beginning of 2018, with about 60 species of seedlings
growing at his home. Michael’s professional background includes
being the seed collector and head propagator for a nonprofit doing
stream bank restoration with California native plants. Michael
received his first bromeliad in the late 70's and his collection really
took off in 1989 while volunteering at the SF Conservatory of
Flowers. He was given a pickup truck full of broms as the
Conservatory purged the overstock from the back area. A highlight
was a trip in '93 up the Canaima River in Venezuela to the base of
Angel falls. He is the proprietor of Hogan’s Cal Native Yard Care.
Michael’s passion is for the rare species.
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Last month, Ted Kipping, a life member of our society, was scheduled to give a talk on a trip he made to
Mexico to visit plant material in the cloud forests with experts from the California Academy of Sciences.
Unfortunately, Ted was unable to attend and Dan Arcos narrated Ted’s slide show. Although the show was
primarily focused on plants in the cloud forests, there were plenty of non-cloud forest plants as well. There
were not many bromeliads included in the show but the number of plant genera included is amazing. There
were several genera that I did not know. But, given Ted’s interest in all plant genera, it was not at all surprising
to see such photos. Ted probably has never seen a plant he does not like. Thanks Ted for your wonderful
slides and thanks to Dan for giving the presentation in your absence.
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[If you have been involved with bromeliads for many years, you are
probably familiar with Herb Plever. Unfortunately, he recently passed away.
He had been the Editor of the newsletter for the New York Bromeliad
Society for well over 50 years and was always in attendance at the world
conferences. The article below is from the October 1985 newsletter. As
Herb indicated in this article, each time you purchase a tillandsia, knowing
its origin and giving it its proper cultural requirements is the major answer to
keeping these plants alive. Conclusion in next month’s newsletter.]

For the past few years our members have ordered large numbers of
Tillandsias when we made our periodic Society orders. This practice
was continued in our current order, which indicates awareness that
Tillandsias make excellent houseplants. Undoubtedly many species
have proved troublesome, but some members found no difficulty in
growing species, which others killed.
With such a large and diverse genus as the Tillandsias, it is
necessary to distinguish the different cultural requirements for
different species. I believe it is helpful to know the character of the
natural habitat and environment so that you can adjust your routine
to more closely conform to that character. This article is one of a
series, which will survey the habitats of the Tillandsias purchased by
members.
The plant itself tells you much about its needs. If its leaves are
green, without a good coat of silver trichome scales, like T. cyanea,
it is best to grow that plant in a pot. If it is heavily coated with scurf,
like T. plumosa or T. xerographica, you should grow it epiphytically.
If it comes from an arid region, avoid soaking it or leaving water in its
leaf axils. If it grows in shaded, moist areas, give it lots of humidity
and spray frequently and avoid too much exposure to the sun during
the hot weather.
Most of the Tillandsias purchased grow in fairly high elevations,
which means quite cool temperatures in the evening and nighttime.
Obviously we cannot create those diverse environments in our
homes or greenhouses. Most of the Tillandsias will adjust to your
conditions. But you can help the finicky ones by not creating adverse
conditions for them. With this perspective, check the following list to
learn the habitats of the plants you are growing.
T. achyrostachys -Grows epiphytically on cacti and trees in dry habitats in
Mexico at elevations of 2,700 to 7,000 feet.
T. acosta-solisii - Epiphytic in moist cloud forests 1,800 to 3,000 feet up in
Ecuador.
T. aeranthos - Epiphytic in moist woods at sea level in Brazil, Paraguay,
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Uruguay, and Argentina.

T. cacticola -Epiphytic on shrubs and cacti in direct
sun at 1,000 to 7,000 foot elevations in Peru.

T. albertiana - Grows on rocky banks in Argentine Andes.
T. andrieuxii - Epiphytic on trees in high elevations in
Mexico in semi—shade. Avoid full sun.
T. araujei - Grows saxicolous (on rocks) or, rarely, on
shrubs or trees, at elevations from sea level to 2,500 feet in
Brazil. (A dif cult mix of needs. Growing on rocks, it would
not like too much moisture at the base. But it likely gets
high humidity at those elevations.)
T. argentea - Grows in many areas at elevations of about
2,500 feet. They can take full sun provided that there is
adequate humidity. In my experience, they also do well
under lights.
T. aizoides - Grows saxicolous and epiphytic in dry
habitats in Argentina at elevations of 2,500 to 4,000 feet.
T. argentina - Same environment as T. aizoides.

T. capitata -Grows in direct sun but at lower
elevations from sea level to 1,500 feet in Mexico and
Central America.
T. caput- medusae -Grows everywhere under very
diverse conditions and adjusts to them all. The perfect
houseplant.
T. carlsoniae - Grows in moderate light at 5,000 feet
in Chiapas, Mexico.
T. chiapensis - Grows on rock cliffs in Chiapas,
Mexico under full sun.
T. circinnata - Epiphytic on low forests near sea level
to 4,000 feet in Mexico and Central America.
T. circinnatoides -Grows on cacti, trees and shrubs in
dry areas from 1,500 to 8,500 feet in Mexico.

T. atroviridipetala - Epiphytic in mountain elevations in
Mexico. Like its taxonomic kin, T. plumosa, it likes to grow
dry In full sun. Avoid overwatering. If you have a heavy
hand when spraying, mount this plant sideways or upside
down.

T. concolor - Full and direct sun at various elevations.
Mexico.

T. aurea - Grows epiphytic on shrubs in Peru at about
7,500 feet.

T. cyanea - Ecuadoran moist forest epiphyte near sea
level to 3,000 feet.

T. baileyi - Epiphytic in dry woods from sea level to 3,000 •
feet from Texas to Mexico and Nicaragua.

T. deppeana - Grows in low level elevations to 2,000
feet in shade in Veracruz, Mexico.

T. balbisiana - Epiphytic in a wide range of environments
from Florida to South America. Found in fairly low
elevations, humid but quite sunny areas. Don’t overwater.

T. didisticha - Epiphytic and sometimes saxicolous in
somewhat dry woods in Peru, Bolivia, Paraguay, Brazil
and Argentina.

T. bartramll - Epiphytic in trees at low altitudes from
Georgia to Mexico.

T. disticha - Saxicolous and epiphytic in dry habitats
from sea level to 6,000 feet in Columbia, Ecuador and
Peru.

T. bourgael - Mexican epiphyte at elevations of 2,000 to
4,000 feet.
T. brachycaulos - Central American epiphyte growing
mostly in semi-shade, which means it, will take good to
moderate light, indoors.
T. bulbosa - Epiphytic near sea level to 4,000 feet from
Mexico and West Indies to Ecuador and Brazil. Likes good
humidity and hates to dry out so don’t keep it in the sun.
T. butzii - Grows in many different environments in
Central America but likes semi-shade and water.

T. crocata- Saxicolous on rocks from 2,500 to 5,000
feet in Bolivia to Brazil and Uruguay. Grows in clumps.

T. dodsonii - Epiphytic in trees in Ecuador at about
3,000 feet in moist forests.
T. duratii - Epiphytic in dry woods near sea level to
4,000 feet in Bolivia, Paraguay, Uruguay and
Argentina.
T. dyeriana - Epiphytic in moist, low altitude forests of
Ecuador. (In Florida they grow this plant epiphytically.
It is doing well for me under fluorescent lights in a pot
in a very loose mix.
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T. edithae - Grows on rocks in full sun in Bolivia.

!

T. erubescens -Grows high and dry at elevations of 9,000 feet in Mexico. (Syn.
T. benthamiana).
T. exserta- Like T. balbisiana, grows at sea level in direct, full sun.
T. fasciculata- From Florida to South America grows in many elevations and
environments - all generally with strong light and humidity.
T. filifolia - Epiphytic in moist, shady areas from 2,000 to 9,000 feet in Mexico
and Central America.
T. flabellata - Epiphytic on trees near sea level to 1,500 ft. in Mexico,
Guatemala, Salvador.
T. flexuosa - Grows from near sea level to 1,500 feet as an epiphyte from
Florida and the West Indies to Panama and northern South America.
T. floribunda - Saxicolous and epiphytic in dry habitats at 3,000 to 7,500 feet in
Ecuador and N. Peru.
T. funckiana - (Dr. Smith lists this plant in synonymy with T. andreana. Most
growers consider it a species because of its pronounced stem and exserted
stamens.) Epiphytic and saxicolous, 1,500 to 5,500 feet in Columbia and
Venezuela.
T. gardneri -Epiphytic and saxicolous from near sea level to 4,500 feet in
Columbia and Brazil. (A finicky plant which needs humidity but hates water, so
fine-spray it only.)
T. geminiflora - Epiphytic in forests from near sea level to 5,000 feet in Brazil
and Argentina. (Another finicky one. Keep it out of the sun.)
T. gilliesii - High altitude epiphyte from 5,000 to 9,000 feet in Peru, Bolivia and
Argentina.
T. guatemalensis-Grows epiphytically in moist forests from 3,000 to 9,000 feet
in Mexico and Central America. Give it semi- shade and moderate watering.
T. hamaleana - Epiphytic in low altitude rain forests of Ecuador. It has soft,
green leaves and I grow it in a pot.
T. humilis-(Synonymous with T. aureo- brunnea.) Grows saxicolous in dry
habitats at 6,000 to 9,000 feet elevation in Peru. It obviously likes cool, moving
air and will rot out from over watering.
T. ignesiae - Epiphytic in woods and saxicolous on rock cliffs at 2,500 to 6,500
feet in Mexico.
T. imperialis- Saxicolous on boulders and epiphytic in forests 9,000 to 8,500
feet up in Mexico. (Its green leaves belie this habitat description, but look at
them with a magni er and you will see that they are lepidote, covered with ne,
closely appressed trichome scales. Still, this plant will do best in a pot.)
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