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About Billbergias with Keith Smith
This month Keith Smith will present one of the soon to be
introduced BSI programs, Genus Billbergia. The program
highlights many of the 63 Billbergia species with information
about their growing locations. A sampling of some of the
numerous hybrids available and advice for growing this genus
will complete the program. This is the first showing of the
program to a Society (other than Sacramento) and as such Keith
would appreciate any and all comments, corrections,
improvements and additions from San Francisco members after
the program delivery.
Former BSI journal editor Chet Blackburn introduced Keith to
bromeliads in 1976 creating his addiction to bromeliads. He
joined the Sacramento Bromeliad Society that year and has been
unable to escape its clutches, having served as president
numerous times in the intervening years. He grows mostly
neoregelias and vrieseas in his 40’ X 27’ greenhouse and actively
tries to create further addicts by proselytizing about the
plants at society meetings and sending visitors away with
boxes of his excess plants.

No one has signed up for refreshments this month, but we
always seem to have plenty of wonderful con
contributors.
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April Meeting
Last month, Dan Arcos covered the basics of dividing, potting, watering and fertilizing terrestrial
bromeliads. He brought a large clump of a Dyckia hybrid that he divided and re-potted. Some of the plants
were removed from the clump and he repotted the remainder in the original pot. Some of the plants
removed found their way to the plant raffle. Dan and some members of the audience suggested different
potting mixes and different fertilizers to use. At least two members requested that Dan divide plants that
they had brought and were overgrown in their pots
Last month was a time for Aechmea recurvata. The show and tell table was plentiful as usual with many diverse
specimens, but the intense color of the A. recurvata species and hybrids stole the day.
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JUNE BROMELIAD SALE
Bromeliad Vriesea scalaris

Our combined plant sale with the San Francisco Succulent and
Cactus Society (SFSCS) will be on June 8th and 9th this year at the
County Fair Building. Setup will be on Friday, June 7th from 3 PM
to 8 PM. We must be out of the building at 8 PM on Friday evening.
Sale schedule is Saturday (9am to 5 pm) and Sunday (9 am to 4:30
pm). Cleanup is 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm.
This is our main annual event that brings in money to support the
society. Start setting aside your plants for the sale and save these
dates to help on the sale. Since this is such an important event for
our society, we really need as much support as you can provide.
You can help in three ways:
1. Entering some of your premium plants in our bromeliad
display area (enter by Friday night)
2. Selling your own plants
3. Working at the show/sale.
Remember, if you plan to sell your plants, the club will keep 25%
of the sales.
If you are selling plants at this sale Roger Lane will be the
collector of your bar code requests. The form to request your
price codes is attached to your newsletter this month. It will not
be available at this month’s meeting. Given the short time
between our meeting and the sale, please submit your barcode
requests ASAP. The barcode sheets have 80 prices per sheet and
you cannot mix prices per sheet.
One of the conditions of selling your plants is helping out at the
sale for a minimum of 4 hours during Saturday or Sunday. We
need to help the SFSCS in various areas as well as working on our
own sales.
Some of our members have more than one vendor id in the cash
register system. If you are selling with barcodes from multiple ids,
you may only use your bromeliad id in the bromeliad sales area.
There will be signup sheets at this month’s meeting. This is our
annual sale and we need your participation to make the sale a
success.

Start saving boxes for the sale!
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Sun tolerant Bromeliads
People often ask which are the best bromeliads to grow in full sun. This can be a difficult question for it
mainly depends on growing conditions. For example, bromeliads that may grow well in the full sun in Cairns
or Hawaii can become a ‘burnt offering’ in southern Queensland. What causes this difference? The first issue
is what is meant by the term 'full sun'. I take it to mean a plant, which is fully exposed, to the sun's rays for
the entire day, throughout the year. However, when many people say their plants receive full sun all day,
what they actually mean is that they have not provided their bromeliads with protection from the sun. This
is a significant difference.
For example, in coastal southern Queensland quite a few bromeliads can grow reasonably well in situations
where they receive full sun in the morning, provided they have shade from a building or a wall in the
afternoon (especially in summer). Some people consider these plants are growing in 'full sun'. Locations, for
example Cairns, which have high humidity at the hottest times of the year, have a wider range of bromeliads
which can be grown in full sun than those areas, such as southern coastal Queensland, which have periods of
low humidity and high temperatures. For example Aechmea blanchetiana, a large plant (usually with yellowgold leaves and a long, arching flower spike), will grow well in Cairns in full sun. The same plant will 'burn' in
southern Queensland on those days which have a combination of temperatures exceeding 35 degrees Celsius
and less than 40% humidity. [A. blanchetiana can not handle our climate.- Ed.]
For a given location, the following practices will increase the range of bromeliads that can be grown without
additional protection from the sun:
•
•

•

Place the plant where it will receive shade from a wall or buildings on summer afternoons.
Acclimatize the plant to full sun by gradually increasing its exposure to the sun’s rays over several
months, starting in the cooler months of the year. (If the plant’s leaves bleach, it is receiving too
much light.)
Some bromeliads will, over several generations, gradually improve their sun hardiness. So, while the
first generation may look sad and sorry, the third generation may look much better.

For the larger bromeliads, growing them in the ground (but in a well-drained medium) may give better
results than keeping them in pots. This occurs because the plant can develop a larger 'root run', and thus
obtain more moisture than if it was grown in even a large pot. Bromeliads likely to have some tolerance
to full sun conditions nearly all have leaves edged with spines. So avoid plants without spines, such as
nidulariums, vrieseas, guzmanias, and the green-leaved tillandsias.
Bromeliads I have grown in full sun conditions, for the entire year in southern coastal Queensland include
several dyckias and hechtias, and a range of Orthophytums. Bromelias would also take these conditions.
Most puyas can tolerate full sun as well, but many appear prone to rotting and dying in hot, wet
weather. Bromeliads which can tolerate full sun during the cooler times of the year, and at least morning
sun during summer include: many aechmeas, for example blanchetiana, bracteata, disticantha,
luddemaniana, maculata, mexicana, mulfordii, the many forms of nudicaulis, orlandiana, 'Echidna',
gamosepala, racinae, and recurvata. Some of the larger-growing neoregelias such as cruenta (or the
many hybrids which have it as one of their parents) are also suitable. Lists of plants such as these are
only a starting point. The best advice is to try a range of bromeliads under your growing conditions.
Reprinted with acknowledgement to the Caboolture and districts Bromeliad Society Inc. (Oct- Nov 2007
Newsletter), writer Bob Reilly, and the Bromeliad Society of Australia Inc. Vo143, No1,2005.
[Next page shows some photos of sun tolerant bromeliads for our area: Aechmea disticantha (all varieties),
Bromelias (marginal), Aechmea nudicaulis (most forms), Aechmea recurvata (all forms), Dyckias (all forms)]
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Bromeliad Society of San Francisco (BSSF)

The BSSF is a non-profit educational organization promoting the study and cultivation of bromeliads. The BSSF meets
monthly on the 3rd Thursday at 7:30 PM in the Recreation Room of the San Francisco County Fair Building, 9th Avenue at
Lincoln Way, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. Meetings feature educational lectures and displays of plants. Go to
sfbromeliad.org for information about our meetings.
The BSSF publishes a monthly newsletter that comes with the membership. Annual dues are single ($15), dual ($20). To
join the BSSF, mail your name(s), address, telephone number, e-mail address, and check payable to the BSSF to:
Harold Charns, BSSF Treasurer, 255 States Street, San Francisco, CA 94114-1405.
OFFICERS and DIRECTORS
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Director
Director

Carl Carter
Dan Arcos
Harold Charns
Carola Ziermann
Roger Lane
Jill L. Myers

carl.m.carter@sbcglobal.net
darcos@pacbell.net
Harold@States-Street.com
carola.ziermann@yahoo.com
rdodger@pacbell.net
GEZUNDA@comcast.net

510-318-2379
415-823-9661
415-861-6043
925-446-4028
650-949-4831
415-706-7358

BROMELIAD SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL
The Bromeliad Society International publishes the Journal bimonthly at Orlando, Florida. Subscription price (in U.S. $)
is included in the 12-month membership dues. Please address all membership and subscription correspondence to
Membership Secretary Annette Dominquez, 8117 Shenandoah Dr., Austin, TX 78753-5734, U.S.A. or go to www.bsi.org.

Roger Lane
551 Hawthorne Court
Los Altos, CA 94024

