BROMELIAD SOCIETY OF
SAN
FRANCISCO
DECEMBER 2018

Meeting Specifics
When:
Time:

Thursday, December 20
6:30 to 7:00 PM
Recreation Room

Where:

Holiday Potluck and Gift Exchange

San Francisco County Fair
Building
9th Avenue at Lincoln Way
San Francisco

Note that we are meeting earlier
this month for the holiday party.

This month culminates another year for our society. For our
members that are not able to get to our monthly meetings, we
hope that many of you will be able to join us for the holiday
potluck. This month’s meeting will be an opportunity for us to
socialize and partake of great food. The society is providing an
organic turkey and organic ham. We are asking you to bring a dish
to share– drinks, appetizer, vegetable dish, rolls, desserts, etc.
Dan Arcos is tracking our food items. Go to
https://sfbromeliad.org/potluckLists/potluckDec2018.html for list.
Please try to remember to bring serving silverware for the dish
that you bring. We will provide plates, cups, silverware, and
napkins.
Our club will provide a plant for each member. You may also
bring a special plant or plant-related item for exchange with
the other members (not required).

December 2018
Tillandsia biflora and Guzmania gloriosa

November Meeting
Guillermo Rivera’s show was a culmination of his trips to Ecuador
over the last two years
Last month we were fortunate
to have Guillermo Rivera as
our speaker. His tourism
business takes him to
countries throughout the
world primarily to explore
plants and birds. His show for
us covered the trips to
Ecuador he has made over the
last 2 years. Ecuador has an
amazing biodiversity among
countries in the world. It has
the most biodiversity per

square kilometer of any nation.
by botanists. It has the second
most number of bird species,
over 16,000 plant species (4,000
orchid species), over 6,000
butterfly species, and 106
endemic reptiles.
His show was organized around
the various types of habitat
found in the country: coastal,
mountainous, desert, and
forests.

Guillermo is a superb
photographer and the habitat
slides we saw were remarkable.
Joining him on these trips over
the last 2 years was Jose
Manzanarez, who is the
bromeliad taxonomist for
Ecuador. Many of the plants we
saw are newly described; others
are yet to be described. Some are
monocarpic and may not find
their way into cultivation. Pamela

Two unusual bromeliads are Tillandsia superba and Tillandsia
pastoensis
Koide Hyatt, who on his
Ecuador tour last year, was at
the meeting and corrected
Guillermo on the spelling of
some of the unusual
tillandsias.
Interspersed with the plant
slides were many photos of
birds, butterflies, reptiles,
and the spectacled bear of the

Andes.
I think that each of us
found a plant that we would
like to have in our collection
but it is probably not
commercially available. Well,
make a trip to Ecuador with
Guillermo and you may see
the plant in person

2

December 2018

Plant of the Month
Nidularium (Nid-u-lar’-ium)
Nidularium is derived from the Latin word nidulus, which means
“small nest”. It refers to the inflorescence, which in most
species is nested into the rosette of leaves. The first
Nidularium species were probably introduced into Europe in the
mid 19 th century. Today, there are about 40 recognized species
in the genus. There were more, but recently some were
reclassified and moved into Canistropsis and Edmundoa.
Nidularium regelioides

Nidularium procerum

Nidularium species belong to the subfamily Bromelioideae. Most
species are from the rain forests of eastern Brazil where they
are usually found in moist, shady conditions. They grow on the
ground or in low trees at altitudes ranging from sea level to
about 6,000 feet. Most plants have soft shiny foliage that is
finely toothed and ranges in color from lime-green to dark
purple. Leaves can be spotted, striped, or solid in color. Plant
size varies from medium sized plants such as Nidularium
regelioides, which is about18 inches across, up to large plants
like Nidularium procerum with leaves that can be up to 3 feet
in length.
For the most part, Nidulariums are not grown for their foliage;
they are grown for their inflorescences. Once they start to
flower, the bracts can be yellow, orange, maroon or red; and
the flower petals can be white, red, blue, or deep orange.
Their colorful, long-lasting inflorescences, and their tolerance
of low light make nidulariums an excellent choice for indoor
growing. They enjoy bright indirect light; direct sunlight will
burn their tender foliage.
CULTURAL REQUIREMENTS
Light: They like low light (80% to 90% shade which is about 1000
to 2000 foot-candles). Too much sun and their colors bleach
out, and their foliage is damaged.
Temperature: They prefer temperatures in the range of 55-65
degrees Fahrenheit at night with the temperatures rising to 8090 degrees in the daytime.

Nidularium innocentii v.striatum

Most species will not tolerate temperatures below 45 degrees
Fahrenheit except for very brief periods of time. On the other
hand, they do not like hot, sunny summers. Care must be taken
to give them good air circulation, and to protect them from the
direct rays of the sun.
Water: Keep the plants well watered when they are actively
growing. Cut back on the water during the winter when the
temperatures are lower and the plant’s growth slows. It is
helpful to flush the rosette occasionally with plain water to rid
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the plants of salt build up.
Fertilizer: A slow-release fertilizer added to the mix when potting will get them off to a good start. Wellestablished plants growing in good light can be fertilized every watering with dilute (1/4 strength) generalpurpose fertilizer applied to the growing medium. Cut back on the fertilizer in the winter when the
temperature is cool.
Medium: A mixture of 50% bark nuggets and 50% peat moss will suffice, or use a mixture of 50% coarse
perlite and 50% peat moss. In any case, the medium should be well drained and slightly acidic.
Containers: Plants can be started in 4-inch pots, and then moved on to 5 or 6-inch pots as they mature.
Nidulariums like to be under-potted, so the pot should be only slightly larger than the plant’s root system.
Plastic pots are preferable to clay pots because plastic pots dry out more slowly, and it is easier to keep the
uniform moist conditions that nidulariums enjoy.
Propagation: You can grow plants from seed, but starting with a pup is quicker. After blooming, most plants
produce pups near the base or in the leaf axils. When the plants are 1/3 to ! the size of the mother plant,
give them a gentle tug; if they separate easily, they are probably mature enough to survive on their own.
Place the pups in a 4-inch pot using the same type of mix that the mother was growing in. The pups usually
will root faster if you remove any brown lower leaves, and treat the exposed portion with a rooting
compound. Once the pup has rooted and is actively growing, it can be moved up to a larger pot.
Insects/disease: Disease or insects seldom bother properly spaced plants growing in a well-ventilated area.
Occasionally, a fungus will attack a plant, but recovery is rapid when treated early with a good fungicide.
The primary cause of insect damage is scale. Treat the plants with an insecticide to kill the current crop,
and improve your air circulation to reduce the chances of future infestations.
[This article by David Whipley is reprinted from the Bromeliad ‘society of Houston newsletter Vol. 33 No. 8]

Solving the Fireball Mystery
In 1959 I wrote to a Mr. Walter Doering of Sao Vicente Brazil, in the state of Sao Paulo. Mr. Doering was primarily an
orchid collector who had earlier written an article on the bromeliads of his area for The Bromeliad Society Bulletin,
the forerunner of the Journal of the Bromeliad Society.
During that time, I wrote to whoever I could in the hope of being able to purchase or trade for new bromeliads not
already in cultivation. In this instance I was primarily interested in buying at least half-grown plants of Vriesea
gigantea and Vriesea hieroglyphica. He had several other species I was interested in as well. Once Mr. Doering had
confirmed that he would sell me the plants, I inquired about the possibility of buying other species as well, even if he
had only a few plants of each. He replied that yes, he did have others but they were unidentified. I then suggested
that all such un-identified plants be numbered so that we might have a common reference point to refer to on any
specific plant in the future. I would grow the plants to flowering, have them identified and, should they prove
ornamental enough, I would order additional plants by name and number. Mr. Doering was agreeable to this.
Correspondence was slow and Mr. Doering needed time to collect and prepare the plants for shipment. This was no
small order. In March 1960, almost a year after my initial inquiry, the plants arrived. There were more than 200 plants
in the shipment. Losses were heavy, particularly of Vriesea hieroglyphica. Only eight out of some fifty large plants
survived. Losses of other species occurred also but were far less severe.
This shipment proved to be very important, for it represented the first bromeliad introduction into American
horticulture of the following species: V. bituminosa, the large form of V. incurvata (then V. rostrum-aquilae), V.
ensiformis, V. flammea, V. erythrodactylon, V. phillipo-coburgii, V. scalaris, V. vagans, Nidularium rosulatum, N.
rubens, N. rutilans, Neoregelia doeringiana, a new species to be named Neoregelia maculata and our mystery plant,
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Neoregelia 'Fireball'.
Only one of the four plants, later to be called Neoregelia 'Fireball' survived. As I remember it, the smallish plant was
almost all green, with a faint hint of red, when received. Mr. Doering remarked about the plant in the brief note he
sent with the unidentified plants. "Neoregelia or Aechmea, small plant, all mahogany colored. Flowers not yet seen."
After the plant started to grow, exposed to the great Florida light, the mahogany color continued to intensify. Before
long it sent out its first offset, revealing its stoloniferous habit.
The late Ralph Davis and I were rather close bromeliad buddies. As long as either of us had more than one of any given
plant, his plants were my plants and vice versa. We lent one another plants for hybridizing or selfing. We also
collaborated on several importation ventures. Ralph visited me one day and almost swallowed his cigar butt when he
first saw my mystery plant. Of course Ralph had to have one and since by that time the plant already had two offsets,
the first vegetative propagation took place. Since I was concerned about confusion in plant names even in those days I
made Ralph promise he would not part with any plants until it flowered and I could have it identified.
Several years passed and our stocks of the mystery plant were getting quite large but there was still no sign of
flowering. In the meantime, many people were starting to pester Ralph for a plant, which made it great 'trade bait'. I
didn't have that problem since at that time I grew most of my bromeliads at the Parrot Jungle, away from public view.
Ralph wanted to start letting some plants go and I agreed, provided we gave the plant a temporary name. Ralph told
me that every time he referred to the plant he called Neoregelia 'Fireball' and I told him "That's a great name, let’s
call it that." The rest is history.
During the latter part of 1966 I was getting ready to treat some Neoregelia carolinae plants with calcium carbide to
induce flowering. Just for the hell of it, I decided to treat a single mature plant of 'Fireball' as well. In February of
1967, I saw my first 'Fireball' flower ever. I had waited eight years to see this. By contrast, I had flowered and had
identified all of the other unidentified plants in the importation group.
During those eight years I wrote to Mr. Doering several times, hoping to be able to order more 'Fireballs' and other
species as well. I had also hoped to obtain in-formation for Dr. Lyman Smith on collection sites for the various species
being identified, but I never heard from Mr. Doering again.
My records show that on February 28, 1967 I sent the first flowering 'Fireball' plant to Dr. Smith for identification. It
bore my number P.130. I have a letter of confirmation of that specimen, saying it needed further study, Years later, I
have yet to receive any word of its status. I was told by several people that the National Herbarium does not have a
specimen of 'Fireball'. I can only assume it somehow got misplaced or perhaps included in the file of some other
neoregelia.
During the last decade or so, Neoregelia 'Fireball' has been a point of much confusion. It has been assumed to be a
hybrid. This is understandable as many people in horticulture assume a plant is a hybrid if it does not have a Latinized
name. Yet there is nothing wrong with giving an unidentified species a temporary cultivar name. I have sometimes
used the name of the town or area a plant was collected from as a reference point. One of the plants from this
collection I called Nidularium saopaulo. It was later identified as Nidularium rutilans. Yet, I still see plants around
labeled Nidularium Sao Paulo and it is usually referred to as a hybrid, which it is not.
Bob Wilson also used this method of identification. Plants he sold as Neoregelia Tingua were later identified as
Neoregelia carolinae. Plants he sold as Aechmea Tingua turned out to be Aechmea lingulata. The name Tingua
referred to the town in Brazil near which he collected the plants.
A few years ago, the name Neoregelia schultziana was being applied to 'Fireball'. How this started I don't know. The
name is not listed in Dr. Smith's monograph.
While I am still hopeful that Neoregelia 'Fireball' will someday be properly named, I have not pursued the matter.
After (all these) years, it would be difficult to refer to Neoregelia 'Fireball' by any other name.
[This article by Nat DeLeon is reprinted from the July 2004 newsletter of the Bromeliad Society of Central Florida.]
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Bromeliad Society of San Francisco (BSSF)

The BSSF is a non-profit educational organization promoting the study and cultivation of bromeliads. The BSSF meets
monthly on the 3rd Thursday at 7:30 PM in the Recreation Room of the San Francisco County Fair Building, 9th Avenue at
Lincoln Way, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. Meetings feature educational lectures and displays of plants. Go to
sfbromeliad.org for information about our meetings.
The BSSF publishes a monthly newsletter that comes with the membership. Annual dues are single ($15), dual ($20). To
join the BSSF, mail your name(s), address, telephone number, e-mail address, and check payable to the BSSF to:
Harold Charns, BSSF Treasurer, 255 States Street, San Francisco, CA 94114-1405.
OFFICERS and DIRECTORS
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Director
Director

Carl Carter
Dan Arcos
Harold Charns
Carola Ziermann
Roger Lane
Jill L. Myers

carl.m.carter@sbcglobal.net
darcos@pacbell.net
Harold@States-Street.com
carola.ziermann@yahoo.com
rdodger@pacbell.net
GEZUNDA@Earthlink.net

510-318-2379
415-823-9661
415-861-6043
925-446-4028
650-949-4831
415-706-7358

BROMELIAD SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL
The Bromeliad Society International publishes the Journal bimonthly at Orlando, Florida. Subscription price (in U.S. $)
is included in the 12-month membership dues. Please address all membership and subscription correspondence to
Membership Secretary Annette Dominquez, 8117 Shenandoah Dr., Austin, TX 78753-5734, U.S.A. or go to www.bsi.org.

Roger Lane
551 Hawthorne Court
Los Altos, CA 94024

