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Meeting Specifics
When:

Thursday, October 18

Time:

07:30 PM

Where:

With Dan Arcos

San Francisco County Fair
Building
9th Avenue at Lincoln Way
San Francisco

World Bromeliad Conference 2018

n the spring of this year the Bromeliad Society International
(BSI) held its annual conference in San Diego where many of
our BSSF members gathered to meet other bromeliad lovers
from across the States and overseas. It was an opportunity to
see a judged show of bromeliads grown to perfection. We
also checked broms off our Wish Lists, enjoyed seminars and
hung out in SoCal. Our presentation will show a bit of all
that.
Dan Arcos, our vice president, has been learning about
bromeliads for over decades and succeeds at growing some of
them. [Dan’s comment about success at growing some
bromeliads is way too modest. Ed.]

No one signed up for refreshments this month. But our members always come
through with lots of delicious goodies. are appreciated. Thanks in advance!
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September Meeting
Jason Dewee’s talk was very impressive and he was interrupted
frequently with questions
Jason Dewee’s first slide in
his show was of a Coconut
palm – the type of palm that
most of us think of, but his
show covered many more
interesting palms and what a
palm can do for a garden. His
enthusiasm for this topic is
infectious and prompted many

more questions than was
expected for a companion plant
to the bromeliad.
The palm family is quite large
with about 2400 species.
Although most of them are
tropical, some are endemic to
the United States ranging from

North Carolina to Florida. Palms
range from sea level to 11,000 feet.
The largest seed in the plant
kingdom comes from double coconut
palm – it weighs about 40 pounds.
Jason, in his slides, showed the
difference between palms and other
similar appearing plants such as

When most of us think of a palm, it is the coconut palm

cycads, yuccas, and
dracaenas. But the emphasis
of his show was to show how
palms play a role in the
garden – regularity of form.
He showed this through slides
of palms in different gardens
around the world – Palm
Springs, Hawaii, southern
Florida {at Bullis Gardens, a
bromeliad nursery], and
Atherton, California.

Some of these gardens
included bromeliads as well as
the palms.
Jason has written a book on
palms entitled Designing with
Palms. This is a superb book
and many of our members
purchased a copy. Thanks
Jason for an interesting and
informative show.
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Quesnelia
Quesnelia is a great bromeliad for the Florida landscape. Its various
sizes, variation in inflorescences, and stoloniferous growth add
interest to a collection even when the bromeliad is not in bloom.
There are approximately 16 species in this genus; Quesnelia is
definitely a bromeliad that deserves a closer look.

Quesnelia alvimii

This genus was named for M. Quesnel, the French consul to French
Guyana who first introduced this bromeliad to Europe. It is found in
the central coastal regions of Brazil where it grows up to the
ocean, on rocks, in pastureland and in coastal mountains. Coastal
Quesnelias tend to be medium to large in size with brilliant pink
inflorescences. Species that grow epiphytically (as air plants) in
coastal mountains tend to be small, tubular species that often
resemble Billbergias. The inflorescence is short-lived –about two
weeks. While Quesnelia grows best in bright light to full sun, it can
tolerate lower light conditions.
Generally members of this genus have spiny leaves, although the
severity of those spines varies. Use spines to identify Q. testudo:
the true testudo will have spines on its lower scape leaves (see
picture). If those spines are not present, it is not testudo. It may
be Q. quesneliana.
Give the larger varieties such as Q. testudo plenty of room. They
grow vigorously and you will have a clump in no time. The smaller
Quesnelia does quite well mounted, growing in baskets, or planted
at a base of a tree, which it will climb..

Quesnelia testudo

Q. humilis is a smaller member of this genus (8-10 inches high). Its
bright red inflorescence holds flowers that Steens describes as
“orange at the base, shading to bright red and then tipped with
purple.” It is a vigorous grower, growing stoloniferously (the new
pup is on a stem-like growth – or stolon).
Q. imbricata, in habitat, is epiphytic (an “air plant”), saxicolous
(grows on rocks) and terrestrial (grows in soil or on the ground). Its
orange-red inflorescence stays in color for up to a month. When
grown in full sun, its leaves turn a bronze color.
Q. liboniana grows on trees and rocks. Its flowers are dramatic navy blue and orange-red.

Quesnelia humilis

Q. marmorata pups with short stolons, making it idea for mounting
or cascading out of a pot. Its leaves are green with brown or deep
maroon blotches. Padilla reports a fruity scent emanating from the
center of the plant prior to it blooming.
Q. quesneliana grows mainly as a terrestrial bromeliad in sand by
the edge of the ocean but is also found on trees in open
pastureland. Grow in bright filtered light for compact growth.
Williams reports that it is one of those bromeliads that needs to
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throw a couple of pups before it will bloom, so do not remove
the pups right away.
Q. ‘Tim Plowman’ is a popular cultivar of Q. marmorata. Its
known for its tall, upright leaves that curl at the top. Do not
overwater this Quesnelia and make sure it is not in wet or soggy
soil – its curls will straighten!
More pictures are available at the Bromeliad Encyclopedia, the
web site of the Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies. Go to
http://fcbs.org, then to the Photo Index.
Next time you meet a Quesnelia, take it home!

Quesnelia humilis

[This article by Karen Andreas is reprinted from the March 2005 newsletter of
the Bromeliad Society of Central Florida. Photos are courtesy of the Florida
Council of Bromeliad Societies]

When is a bromeliad truly dead?
You hear it all the time: “after a bad winter, don’t be in a hurry
to discard bromeliads that appear dead”. I’m as guilty of it as
anyone else though – when the leaves on my plants take on that
papery, off-white appearance and the plant appears to be
dead, I toss it into the discard pile. Sometimes, however there
is still a spark of life left in that poor abused bromeliad that’s
just waiting for the opportunity to be fanned into flame. 8
years ago I had came across a fallen Tillandsia balbisiana in a
parking lot in LaBelle, Fl. that had been run over enough times
that the plant not only looked papery, but was the thickness of
a sheet of paper as well. For some reason, I picked it up, put it
in my pocket and set it aside in an empty pot when I got home.
Many months later I noticed a tiny offset forming at the base of
the plant which eventually matured, bloomed and the plant
went on to produce numerous generations of healthy T.
balbisiana. Maybe it’s not the most spectacular plant in my
collection, but the story associated with it- its amazing
tenaciousness to life, makes it particularly dear to me.
That should have been a lesson to me, but after this past
winters unusually long spell of below-freezing weather I felt
that looked dead, probably were. Now, over 6 months later I’m
finally getting around to cleaning up some of the casualties and
although I’m reasonably sure that the plants that rotted off at
the base and scattered there leaves over the surrounding area
are dead, I’m also finding signs of life in some surprising areas.
Don’t be in a hurry to discard those damaged or apparently
dead bromeliads, they may still have some life left in them –
even 6 months after the freeze

Quesnelia liboniana

Quesnelia marmorata

[This article is reprinted from the June 2010 newsletter of the Florida
East Coast Bromeliad Society in Daytona Beach, Florida]
Quesnelia quesneliana

4

October 2018

Yes,
The World Bromeliad Conference
was a blast!
The following photos from the 2018 world conference in San Diego are taken from the website of
the San Diego Bromeliad Society that hosted this conference.
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Bromeliad Society of San Francisco (BSSF)

The BSSF is a non-profit educational organization promoting the study and cultivation of bromeliads. The BSSF meets
monthly on the 3rd Thursday at 7:30 PM in the Recreation Room of the San Francisco County Fair Building, 9th Avenue at
Lincoln Way, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. Meetings feature educational lectures and displays of plants. Go to
sfbromeliad.org for information about our meetings.
The BSSF publishes a monthly newsletter that comes with the membership. Annual dues are single ($15), dual ($20). To
join the BSSF, mail your name(s), address, telephone number, e-mail address, and check payable to the BSSF to:
Harold Charns, BSSF Treasurer, 255 States Street, San Francisco, CA 94114-1405.
OFFICERS and DIRECTORS
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Director
Director

Carl Carter
Dan Arcos
Harold Charns
Carola Ziermann
Roger Lane
Jill L. Myers

carl.m.carter@sbcglobal.net
darcos@pacbell.net
Harold@States-Street.com
carola.ziermann@yahoo.com
rdodger@pacbell.net
GEZUNDA@comcast.net

510-318-2379
415-823-9661
415-861-6043
925-446-4028
650-949-4831
415-706-7358

BROMELIAD SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL
The Bromeliad Society International publishes the Journal bimonthly at Orlando, Florida. Subscription price (in U.S. $)
is included in the 12-month membership dues. Please address all membership and subscription correspondence to
Membership Secretary Annette Dominquez, 8117 Shenandoah Dr., Austin, TX 78753-5734, U.S.A. or go to www.bsi.org.

Roger Lane
551 Hawthorne Court
Los Altos, CA 94024

