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Meeting Specifics
When:

Thursday, September 20

Time:

07:30 PM

Where:

Companion Plant Topic

San Francisco County Fair
Building
9th Avenue at Lincoln Way
San Francisco

Designing With Palms:

Palms are a landscape staple in warm, temperate climates
worldwide. But these stunning and statement-making plants
are large, expensive, and difficult to install, resulting in
unique design challenges. In Designing with Palms, palm
expert Jason Dewees details every major aspect of designing
and caring for palms.
Jason shares his expertise in plants, and especially palms,
with designers, landscape architects, botanical garden
curators, municipalities, and gardeners, always with an eye
to design. Jason helps identify and source the best varieties
based on the design intention and requirements, growing
conditions, and market availability.

Roger Lane has signed up for refreshments this month. Any additional
refreshments are appreciated. Thanks in advance!
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August Meeting
Cristy Brenner took us to the Roraima tepui, inspiration for Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle’s The Lost World
Last month, Cristy Brenner
gave us a slide show on her
trip to the Roraima tepui in
2013. Cristy made this trip
with Betty Paterson who has
spoken to our society several
times about some of her many
trips to Ecuador. Betty was
not feeling well on the trip
but after it was over, she
expressed that it was one of

best trips in her life.
The first day’s hike was
relatively easy and somewhat
level. After this, the climb was
against the rock walls of the
tepui. This tepui experiences
rain almost every day of the
year, so it was a wet trip.
Furthermore, Cristy said that
some of the others in the group

were more experienced hikers and
kept way head of Cristy and Betty.
Cristy showed us slides of Brocchinia
hechtioides that is similar to one
found on the Auyan tepui (the first
tepui that Cristy visited) where Angel
Falls is located.

We had a good membership turnout for the tour on a Sunday.

The hike down was rapid and
not the route that Cristy and
Betty preferred. They wanted
a route that would have
provided more exploration.
At the end of the tepui hike,
they went to the Gran
Sabana, the second largest
national park in Venezuela.
Cristy promotes this as a
place to visit if you do not
want to hike a tepui. It offers
one of the most unusual
landscapes in the world that
are easily accessible. It
includes rivers, waterfalls,

gorges, deep and vast valleys,
and jungles. This park offers
fine accommodations and great
scenery and you do get to see
the Roraima tepui without
having to climb it. Of course,
with the political situation in
Venezuela currently, this
would not be a good time to
plan a trip.

Thanks Cristy for a great show.
We want you back again soon!

2

September 2018

The Different Growth Habits and
Flowering of Some Tillandsias
Tillandsia stricta is available in several forms – green, silver, nigra, hard
leaf and large form. In flower was the dark leaf form with very bright pink
flower bracts and blue flowers. This form grows to about 100mm and
readily offset.
Tillandsia gardneri – a grey leafed plant with charcoal tinged edges and
grows to 200mm. This plant does not produce many offsets, mainly just
replaces itself but sets oodles of seed. The seed is distinctive, having two
parachutes. The flower spike is orange/pink, as are the flowers.
Tillandsia capitata var. rubra has stiff burgundy coloured leaves that turn
red at flowering, grows to 300mm and the flower spike rises above the
leaves.
Tillandsia gardneri

Tillandsia duratii has 2 forms – duratii var. duratii and duratii var.
saxatilis, both forms have blue flowers and are perfumed. These plants
only replace themselves after flowering unless the new growth is
removed, then another will grow. If left intact they can grow to over a
metre in length.
Tillandsia intermedia grows long and slender but is not grown for its
flowers. It has an unusual habit of offsetting on the flower spike as well
as the base and if left to grow on and on, it will make a very tangled
mess.
Tillandsia brachycaulos is a smallish green plant that grows 100-150mm
across and blushes brilliant red when coming into bloom. The flowers are
deep in the centre of the leaves.

Tillandsia intermedia

Tillandsia tectorum from Ecuador looks very fluffy as the leaves are
covered in white trichomes and is very showy. As the trichomes hold
fluid, they cannot be left in tropical rains as they cannot respire and will
choke. They do not readily flower in the tropics.
Tillandsia ionantha group of plants are a favourite of tillandsia growers.
When blooming the leaf colour can go from very pale amber to pink, to a
beautiful red of ‘Fuego’ and buttercup yellow of ‘Druid’. The sizes vary
from 25mm to 120mm. You could just grow the varieties of Tillandsia
ionantha and have a great tillandsia collection.
Tillandsia ehlersiana has a very bulbous base and tapers to the top. The
leaves are grey and scurfy and the outer leaves bend at nearly right
angles from the body of the plant. This interesting tillandsia can grow a
100mm base and grow to a height of 200-250mm.
Tillandsia streptocarpa is very like duratii in the young growing stage but
it does not grow near as large. The flower spike is slender with blue
flowers that have white centres and are perfumed.

Tillandsia ehlersiana

Tillandsia geminiflora has two forms – one has plain green leaves with
orange/ pink flowers, the other has charcoal tinged leaves, the flower
bracts and flowers are pink. They grow to about 150mm high and wide.
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Tillandsia chiapensis has a beautiful pink spike and purple flowers. The
leaves have a fleshy texture, have a pink blush throughout its life and
grow to a height of 250mm.
Tillandsia bulbosa has a spider like appearance and grows from 75mm
up to the giant forms of 250mm. At flowering time the leaves range
from mauve, red and orange. It is a very popular plant.
We are very lucky up here in the far north as we can grow most
tillandsias but some do not flower, as it does not get cold enough.
[This article by Bob Hudson is reprinted from the March 2008 newsletter of the
Cairns Bromeliad Society Inc. In our area, we are not subject to the
temperature conditions that prevent some tillandsias from flowering. Photos
are courtesy of the Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies]

Tillandsia chiapensis

What’s in a Name?
What's in a name? In the case of bromeliads, lots of information. Every
bromeliad belonging to a recognized Species has a two-word scientific
name, its Latin binomial. If variety and form are also identified, the
name may grow to four words. Here is how it works when it is done
correctly.
The first word is the genus. The first letter is always capitalized, and
when used in a text, it is always italicized or underlined. Examples:
Aechmea, Neoregelia
For Species
The second word is the species, or specified epithet, and is supposed
to be informative. The first letter is never capitalized, but when used
in a text it is always italicized or underlined.
Examples: Ananas nanus, Tillandsia baileyi
If the plant has three names and var. separates the second from the
third, it is a variety of a natural species. It is never capitalized, but it
is always italicized or underlined.
Examples: Nidularium billbergioides var. citrinum, Neoregelia
concentrica var. plutonis

Tillandsia bulbosa

If the plant has three names and cv. separates the second from the
third, it is a cultivar, or cultivated variety, of a species. It is always
capitalized, enclosed by single quotes and never italicized or
underlined.
Examples: Billbergia pyramidalis cv. 'Kyoto', Aechmea luddemanniana
cv. 'Mend'
Cultivar names are also sometimes used as a name for an undescribed
species.
Example: Neoregelia 'Fireball'
Form Names are used by following the word forma or f. with a Latin
word descriptive of the form. It is never capitalized and it is always
underlined or italicized. Examples: Canistrum lindenii forma exiguum,
Tillandsia fasciculata var. denispica f. alba

Tillandsia brachycaulos
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For Interspecific Hybrids:
(crosses within the same species)
When an x separates any two names, it indicates that the first plant has been crossed with the second. The female or
seed plant is always listed first and the male or pollen plant is listed second. If the names do not follow a name that is
capitalized, then the cross was never given a hybrid name. Examples: Aechmea tessmannii x zebrina, Vriesea procera
x carinata.
When a hybrid has been named, the second word(s) following the genus name is the hybrid name, or collective
epithet. Before 1959 hybrids were given Latin names and these are preceded by an x. Examples: Aechmea x
morrisoniana, Vriesea x mariae. Since 1958, hybrids have been named with a modern language word (or phrase of not
more than three words). These names are always capitalized, but are not preceded by an x, and are not placed in
quotation marks. All hybrids that have the same parental combination (this specific cross is called a grex) have the
same name. Examples: Neoregelia Fosperior, Aechmea Bert
Cultivar names are used to distinguish a single, specific selection out of the cross, or grex (a Latin word meaning flock
or group). These names can be written in two different ways: the hybrid name (the grex name) enclosed in
parenthesis, followed by the cultivar name in single quotes, or the letter g (for grex) after the hybrid name, followed
by the cultivar name in single quotes. Examples: Neoregelia (Fosperior) 'Morris Henry Hobbs', Neoregelia Fosperior g.
'Black Knight', Aechmea (Bert) 'Pickininy', Aechmea Bert g. 'Black Magic'.
The one thing that determines how to write the name correctly is to know whether the plant is a hybrid or a cultivar.
Because it is frequently impossible to know exactly if the hybridizer named the entire grex, or if the name was given
to a specific plant out of the grex, it is becoming a more common practice to treat these types of hybrids and
cultivars as if they were cultivars. Examples: Neoregelia 'Fairy Paint', Aechmea 'Red Wing'
For Bigeneric Hybrids:
(crosses between two different genera)
An intergeneric cross is always preceded by an X. The first word is a contraction of the names of the crossed genera
and the hybrid name is in modern language, capitalized and enclosed in single quotes. Examples: X Neomea 'Stardust',
X Orthoanthus 'What'.
Additional Rules Well Worth Remembering:
•
•

•
•

When the species name is in the form of an adjective, it must agree in Latin gender and plurality with the
genus name. Examples: Aechmea fosteriana, Canistrum fosterianum, Cryptanthus fosterianus
When the species name is a commemorative name, rules (The International Code Botanical Nomenclature) for
species state that if the name ends in a vowel or the letters “er”, “I” is added; if the name ends in a
consonant, “ii” is added. Examples: Tillandsia fosteri, Canistrum lindenii !
Latinized names are not valid unless they are published with a Latin diagnosis and in combination with a
generic name. !
If pronunciation of some bromeliad names seems difficult, the following may be helpful: The accent for
Latinized names with two syllables is on the first syllable; with words of several syllables, the accent is
usually on the next-to-last syllable.

The quote that follows is from Nat DeLeon, BSI President (in 1984) and it is taken from GRANDE MAGAZINE Vol. 1, No.
3.
"It is also important that all printed matter dealing with bromeliads is properly written. This includes books, journals,
bulletins, newsletters and nurserymen's listings. Like it or not, there is an established set of rules that we must live
by. There can be no halfway measures about it. It is either totally correct or it is not correct at all. Affiliate
societies can do a better job educating their members."

This article by Wayne Guthrie is reprinted from the August 2004 issue of Orlandiana, the newsletter of the Bromeliad Society of
Central Florida
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The BSSF is a non-profit educational organization promoting the study and cultivation of bromeliads. The BSSF meets
monthly on the 3rd Thursday at 7:30 PM in the Recreation Room of the San Francisco County Fair Building, 9th Avenue at
Lincoln Way, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. Meetings feature educational lectures and displays of plants. Go to
sfbromeliad.org for information about our meetings.
The BSSF publishes a monthly newsletter that comes with the membership. Annual dues are single ($15), dual ($20). To
join the BSSF, mail your name(s), address, telephone number, e-mail address, and check payable to the BSSF to:
Harold Charns, BSSF Treasurer, 255 States Street, San Francisco, CA 94114-1405.
OFFICERS and DIRECTORS
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Director
Director

Carl Carter
Dan Arcos
Harold Charns
Carola Ziermann
Roger Lane
Jill L. Myers

carl.m.carter@sbcglobal.net
darcos@pacbell.net
Harold@States-Street.com
carola.ziermann@yahoo.com
rdodger@pacbell.net
GEZUNDA@comcast.net

510-318-2379
415-823-9661
415-861-6043
925-446-4028
650-949-4831
415-706-7358

BROMELIAD SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL
The Bromeliad Society International publishes the Journal bimonthly at Orlando, Florida. Subscription price (in U.S. $)
is included in the 12-month membership dues. Please address all membership and subscription correspondence to
Membership Secretary Annette Dominquez, 8117 Shenandoah Dr., Austin, TX 78753-5734, U.S.A. or go to www.bsi.org.

Roger Lane
551 Hawthorne Court
Los Altos, CA 94024

