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Return to the Lost World: Bromeliads
of Roraima Tepui and the Gran Sabana
Cristy Brenner is our speaker this month. She is the President of the
Saddleback Valley Bromeliad Society in Mission Viejo. She has
presented several talks at BSI conferences and is also a BSI judge. As
a recently retired College Geography professor, she has visited all the
continents, but in recent years has concentrated on regions with
Bromeliads. She has observed and photographed Bromeliads in
Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, Costa Rica, Trinidad and Tobago,
Ecuador, Peru, Argentina, Brazil, and Venezuela.
The Venezuelan Tepuis are "islands in the sky" that provide unique
environments for many Bromeliads and other plants. Cristy first
visited Auyan Tepui (famous for Angel Falls) in 2007, when
expedition members helicoptered to the top to explore its unusual
landscape. Tepuis are very addictive, and in 2013, she returned to
Venezuela to hike up Roraima Tepui (over 9,000') to see its bizarre
landscapes and unique Bromeliads. Don’t miss her show!

No one has signed up for refreshments this month, but our members always
come up with delicious goodies. Thanks in advance
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July Meeting
Tim Wong gave us a fascinating tour of the tropical rainforest
at the California Academy of Sciences
On Sunday, July 22 about 20
members of the BSSF toured
the California Academy of
Sciences focusing on the four
story Tropical Rainforest. Our
host was Tim Wong a local
lepidopterist of note who
possesses the youthful charm
and enthusiasm for his calling
that kept our attention

throughout the tour. Tim

works at the Academy and is in
charge of the butterfly breeding
exhibit. The Rainforest exhibit
is like entering a 4- story
terrarium with trees, palms and
tropical plants including our
favorite plant family, the
bromeliads. To tour the exhibit
we enter a transition space

that is closed to the outside,

then opened into the Rainforest so as
no butterflies or birds escape. Then
we proceed up the spiral ramp along
the perimeter glass wall and look
into the the main exhibit while along
the floor levels there are specimen
cases of frogs, snakes, insects and
other tropical rarities. On the lower
floor there are a pair of beautiful

We had a good membership turnout for the tour on a Sunday.

blue macaws who seem very acclimated to the throngs of visitors
making a loud ruckus. The plants are mature and one large branch-like
structure over the pool and aquarium below has the most bromeliads
with other epiphytes such as orchids, ferns and philodendrons. Along
the incline there are feeding stations for the butterflies and birds
consisting of plates of fruit. These make good spots to photograph the
feeding butterflies. Most of the butterflies are on the fourth floor
where the strong light makes a bright habitat for butterfly attracting
flowers readily bloom. It is there that the case of different cocoons and
chrysalis is on display showing the emergence of that day’s new
butterflies. They are released into the atrium every morning. The
Academy’s new building was opened in 2008 and is constantly updating
exhibits including the rainforest. Our thanks to Tim for being such a
gracious host.
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Bromeliads are Indestructible
Container Plants
In the last several years, I have acquired a number of
bromeliads, which have grown quite beautifully. My favorites
tend to be the large urn shaped varieties with colorful
spotted or marginated leaves. Unfortunately, since I do not
live in a mansion, my space is limited.
I bring a number of them to work in the winter and the
remainder find their way into various nooks of my home. Last
spring/summer I made use of my lovely collection by
incorporating the larger urn shaped varieties into container
arrangements. In the past, I’ve often bought expensive
annuals from the garden center, and this year I wanted to try
something new and more economical.
When I bring the plants outside for the first time, I place
them in a very shady location for a minimum of three days.
Appropriate locations that I’ve used include a shady porch or
under a table that is in the shade. I made the mistake of
putting a Vriesea gigantea into direct sun after only 24 hours
and sadly, it got a severe sunburn, dried up and died because
I did not water it in time.
My front and back yards get good light but are mostly shady
with a few areas of direct sun. To make a decorative
container, I use an inverted plastic pot to build up the
bottom. Then I fill the container with styrofoam peanuts
and/or soil and sink the plant (which is usually in a plastic
pot) into the container and add the annual or perennial. This
way, at the end of the season I can take them out quickly and
simply wipe down the pots. Many of my plants that are in
basic green pots are put in decorative pots when displayed in
my home or workplace.
Each of my lovely broms was featured as the focal point of a
container arrangement. Some annuals were purchased to
balance the displays. Variegated ivy worked nicely with most
broms, as shown in the adjacent photo of Vriesea ‘Sunset’
that was placed in a spot where it got only early morning sun
and good light. I also utilized orange hybrid begonias with
lovely large double blooms.
One pleasing benefit from placing my collection outdoors is
the enhanced colors, which result. Although I have a fair
amount of sun in my windows, (I do not use florescent lights),
the plants never fully color up until they are outside. It is a
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wonderful surprises to see the array of beautiful patterns and colors that are enhanced by outdoor
light and moving air.
One arrangement started with a fern as the focal point, which worked out very well in the wet
spring. Unfortunately, the summer became quite dry and the fern shriveled up after one missed
watering. It was replaced with a sturdy Aechmea ‘Morgana’, a gift I had received from Herb Plever
a year or two ago. In good light this plant grows rapidly, but with a compact shape.
In our spring plant sale 4 or 5 years ago I and many other members ordered tissue cultures of
Billbergia decora. The plants were mislabeled and turned out to be Billbergia ‘Hallelujah’ instead.
This Billbergia stays mostly green indoors, but in the sunny outdoors it gets very red and spotted as
shown in the photo of a few of its pups above left. This is a plant that needs strong light.
Aechmea ‘Mend’ (a cultivar of Aechmea luedemaniana) colors up beautifully in outdoor light, and
is set off attractively with orange, double-blossomed hybrid begonias. I got this plant and the
Vriesea ‘Sunset’ in our plant order; they were bought from Michael’s Bromeliads and they are
really strong- growing broms.
Interestingly, by the fall, all of the flowering annuals that I had purchased were dead or very
unattractive. The bromeliads, on the other hand, looked picture perfect!
Article by Cynthia Percarpio is reprinted from the March 2013 newsletter of the New York Bromeliad Society

Bromeliads and Aquariums
What do bromeliads and aquariums have in common? The need for quality water!
I have been involved with bromeliads for only a few years
now, but I have maintained aquariums since I was 9 years
old. Over the preceding 15 years or so, I have become
much more interested in the planted aquarium than the
fish usually associated with tropical aquariums. Although
this trend towards planted tanks has been slow in the US,
planted aquariums have been important in Europe for
many years. The problem in San Diego is our tap water is
not well suited for planted aquariums. The answer, ...a
reverse osmosis system that produces high quality, soft
water from tap water with a slightly acidic PH. This lower
PH along with the waste from tropical fish can cause a
very low PH in the aquarium over time (RO water is not
well buffered) which can be detrimental to the plants and
deadly to the fish. The solution is to change a portion of
the water regularly. But what to do with the discarded
aquarium water with a PH sometimes lower than 6.0
(pretty acidic!)? On a visit to an orchid nursery in Thailand
where all the orchids are grown hydroponically, I found
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that the water they use has a PH around 5.0. I also found in reading that many bromeliads
appreciate a soft water with low PH. It turns out the two interests, bromeliads and tropical fish
aquariums, are complimentary. I no longer miss aquarium water changes which has sometimes had
bad results in the past (loss of fish!) because I need a steady supply of the discarded water for the
bromeliads and orchids. Since discovering that I could use my discarded aquarium water as a
source of water for bromeliads, my aquarium maintenance has improved dramatically, with
aquarium water changes being much more consistent. Both the aquarium plants/fish and the
bromeliads seem to be benefitting. I use the low PH water almost daily (during the warm summer
months) on most of my potted bromeliads (except Crypts) and Tillandsias in particular. I use a 3gallon sprayer to dispense the water. Some- times, I also add a dilute (1/4 strength) fertilizer to
the water. I use urea free orchid food (20-10-20) or “epiphyte delight”. So far, the results have
been encouraging and the Neoregelias and Tillandsias appear to be thriving.
This article by Al Evans is reprinted from the December 2015 newsletter of the San Diego Bromeliad Society

Vriesea racinae

Article by Dale Williams is from the September 1979
newsletter of the Bromeliad Study Group of Northern
California. Photos are courtesy of FCBS.org

Racinae, refers to the discoverer of this plant, Racine Foster, who
along with her husband, Mulford B. Foster, found this plant in Santa
Teresa, Espirito Santo, Brazil in 1939.
My first knowledge of Vriesea racinae came in the following
paragraphs by Mulford and Racine Foster from their book, Brazil:
Orchid of the Tropics.
“A long tedious walk through dense jungle brought us to what proved
to be a paradise for the air-minded bromeliads and orchids which
were thriving in tremendous quantity in glorious air gardens. Almost
a dozen genera of epiphytic bromeliads were represented here....
Although there were also so many on the low trees and on the fallen
branches that we seldom had to cast a wishful eye up to the heights.
It was the first time in Brazil that collecting was fairly easy!
“It was here that Racine found her first new species, a most
interesting little curly leaf, spotted vriesea, a dwarf type. Although
the one she found was on the ground, they normally grew high in the
treetops. After several difficult climbs for more, Mulford came down
with but a few of the little green gems, to find that only a few feet
away a fallen branch held several within easy reach.”
The size of V. racinae is such that anyone could find room for it. It
grows in a dense rosette, the leaves are 10-12 centimeters long and
slightly recurved with oscillated spots. The inflorescence reaches a
height of approximately 17 - 19 centimeters and slightly bends. It is
a cool growing plant found at 775 meters. The oscillated spots are on
the flower spike and on the floral bracts that bear 4 to 5 ivory
flowers with a slight fruity smell, opening over a period of two
weeks,, lasting several days each. It seems that the seed self- set, or
most of us who grow this plant are unaware of the night visitor. In
most of northern California we are gifted with four or five offshoots,
which when treated properly will bloom the following year.
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Bromeliad Society of San Francisco (BSSF)

The BSSF is a non-profit educational organization promoting the study and cultivation of bromeliads. The BSSF meets
monthly on the 3rd Thursday at 7:30 PM in the Recreation Room of the San Francisco County Fair Building, 9th Avenue at
Lincoln Way, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. Meetings feature educational lectures and displays of plants. Go to
sfbromeliad.org for information about our meetings.
The BSSF publishes a monthly newsletter that comes with the membership. Annual dues are single ($15), dual ($20). To
join the BSSF, mail your name(s), address, telephone number, e-mail address, and check payable to the BSSF to:
Harold Charns, BSSF Treasurer, 255 States Street, San Francisco, CA 94114-1405.
OFFICERS and DIRECTORS
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Director
Director

Carl Carter
Dan Arcos
Harold Charns
Carola Ziermann
Roger Lane
Jill L. Myers

carl.m.carter@sbcglobal.net
darcos@pacbell.net
Harold@States-Street.com
carola.ziermann@yahoo.com
rdodger@pacbell.net
GEZUNDA@comcast.net

510-318-2379
415-823-9661
415-861-6043
925-446-4028
650-949-4831
415-706-7358

BROMELIAD SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL
The Bromeliad Society International publishes the Journal bimonthly at Orlando, Florida. Subscription price (in U.S. $)
is included in the 12-month membership dues. Please address all membership and subscription correspondence to
Membership Secretary Annette Dominquez, 8117 Shenandoah Dr., Austin, TX 78753-5734, U.S.A. or go to www.bsi.org.

Roger Lane
551 Hawthorne Court
Los Altos, CA 94024

