BROMELIAD SOCIETY OF
SAN
FRANCISCO
JUBE 2016

Meeting Specifics
When:

Thursday, June 21

Time:

07:30 PM
Recreation Room

Where:

San Francisco County Fair
Building
9th Avenue at Lincoln Way
San Francisco

Cork:
A Renewable Resource for the Garden
Popular speaker Pam Koide-Hyatt, owner of Bird Rock
Tropicals Nursery, will show photos of her visit to a cork oak
forest in Portugal. She will discuss how cork is grown and
harvested, and demonstrate how it is used for mounting
epiphytes like tillandsias and orchids.
Prior to the recent Bromeliad Society International conference,
Pam led a trip to Mexico to see bromeliads in habitat. She
reports, “it was a good trip, lots in bloom.” She will also show
slides from this trip.

Roger Lane has signed up for refreshments this month, but our
members always come up with delicious goodies. Thanks in
advance.
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May Meeting
David Feix showed the progression of Marilyn Moyer and Peder
Samuelsen’s garden over the years
Last month, David Feix
took us through the design
and progression of the
gardens he developed for
Marilyn Moyer and Peder
Samuelsen. There was a
bit of panic before the start
of the meeting because we

could not link the laptop
computer containing David’s
photos with our projector.
Kudos to Ted Kipping who
drove home and got his own
projector that did work with
the laptop.
David’s slides of the

gardens covered every nook and
cranny and included newer
installations as well as the
original landscape gardens.
Some of David’s slides included
people who were visiting
Marilyn’s garden as part of a

Our society provided a cake to honor Marilyn for her
many contributions to the society over many years.

group tour that David had organized. David said that
he thought the people were somewhat surprised by
Marilyn’s gardens because previously they had been
visiting more formal gardens; they were even more
surprised at a whimsical garden in San Jose that he
showed them.
During a break in our meeting, we all participated in a
cake honoring Marilyn’s contributions to our society
over the years. The cake was delicious and rapidly
consumed.
The photos on this page represent some of David’s
work. To see some of Marilyn and Peder’s landscape,
Google: David Feix Landscape Design/Flickr.
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JUNE BROMELIAD SALE
Our Bromeliad Sale this year was a great success thanks to all the
work our members put in and the members of the public who were
present in droves throughout the weekend.
On Friday during setup, there were lots of members ready to help
unload plants, finish pricing the plants, and help arrange our sale
plants. In fact, we probably had more people to help than we
needed.
We also had lots of support in our plant display. The plastic
background for our tillandsia display has served us well over the
years, but it is old and needed replacement. Our volunteers had a
staple gun and replaced the plastic with a dark background that is
more pleasing than the white plastic. Thanks to Peter Wan for his
artistic eye in making our arrangement stand out as it did. When
we left on Friday night, there was space for more plants and on
Saturday morning Casper Curto came through and filled in the gap
with his lovely vrieseas and other bromeliads. Thanks also to the
many members who brought in their magnificent bromeliads to
demonstrate the diversity of this plant family to the public.
As always, there is a long line of people waiting for the doors to
open on Saturday morning. These are the hardcore customers.
When the doors open, the bromeliad shoppers head to the left to
the bromeliad tables and the succulent shoppers go the right.
Working in the sales area this year I noticed that the customers
were not asking questions about bromeliads; they were just
selecting the plants they wanted. I guess the customers have
learned about bromeliads and are successful in growing them.
The lines at the registers were long throughout most of the
weekend, but they moved very smoothly and there were no
glitches.
At the end of the sale everyone was exhausted but it was an
enjoyable weekend. The sales gross was over $9500 but this
amount gets distributed to the vendors and covers our expenses.
Nonetheless, our treasury was helped a lot.
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Getting Rid of Mosquitos
During the hot summer months, Auckland and many other places in New Zealand have mosquitoes.
For those of us who grow bromeliads in our gardens this can become a real problem. Here are some
suggested ‘solutions.’
If you have only a few bromeliads, the problem can be best solved with a spray of ordinary fly spray
in the cups and surrounding leaves, but if you have many hundreds or perhaps thousands of plants,
this method is obviously not suitable.
So, let’s look at the life cycle of the mosquitoes as it can help us to combat them more efficiently.
Their life cycle has various stages: e.g. egg, larva, pupa, and adult. If the life cycle is interrupted on
any one of these, then the mosquito can’t reproduce. This interruption can occur in several ways.
Preventing water from standing is obviously the best way, as each of these stages requires water,
but unfortunately so do our bromeliads, but hosing them out over the summer months is one way we
can prevent them from breeding. But here again, if you have a large number of bromeliads and many
of us do, this can be not only time consuming, but awkward, stretching over large areas of plants etc.
One very good solution came from our well known Auckland grower Len Trotman of Te Atatu South.
(Actually, this was not originally designed for mosquitoes
but as a repellent against Slugs, Snails, and also to avert
quilling in bromeliads).
Len Trotman’s recipe for mosquitoes:
500ml of Sunlight Liquid (dish washing)
200ml of Household Cloudy Ammonia.
100ml of Citronella or Pine-O-Cleen disinfectant.
Pour the contents into 5ltrs of cold water.t
As this mixture is very concentrated use only at 2 to 4
tablespoons per litre of water in your watering cans. It can
also be mixed with your liquid fertilizer, and can be used
weekly if desired. It is not detrimental to your bromeliads
even at the seedling stage.
You will notice when spraying, that foam is generated, but
this is not a problem as each of the stages in the life cycle of
the mosquito is dependent upon the surface tension of the
water. The adults rest on the surface to lay eggs and the
other forms hang below the surface. If the surface tension is
broken, then the life cycle is interrupted.
Some of this information was extracted from the Internet
through the Hawaii Department of Health. Our grateful
thanks. G.S.
Article by Gerry Stansfield is reprinted from the September 2002
Bromeliad Society of New Zealand newsletter)
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Charcoal: the Forgotten Ingredient
When I was a young man, one of my memories of helping my late father, Stan Hardy, with his cacti
in his large glasshouse, was the way he always included charcoal in his potting mixes. Up until
quite recently, I always thought the idea of this was to help in the drainage of the potting mix,
but finding a small article in one of his cactus books has told me otherwise.
In the days of wood fires, charcoal was plentiful, and the benefit to potting mixes was well
recognized. It appears as our wood fires have disappeared from the scene, so has the use of
charcoal, yet its benefits are still there.
It should be noted that charcoal has no food value in itself. However, it does have several
important uses to plants, and potting mixes. One of the most important is that it acts like a
magnet and a sponge collecting and conserving ammonia. This remarkable function is one of the
marvels of science, and nobody has been able to explain it. If pieces of charcoal are in the soil, it
will be found that roots will cling to them to absorb the collected ammonia. When organic
fertilizer decomposes, one of the first products given by the bacteria is ammonia gas. This gas is
extremely volatile and easily escapes, but if a grain of charcoal lies next to a grain of fertilizer, it
will absorb 80 times its own bulk in ammonia and will hold it – for use of the plant roots. It is the
ammonia-forming capacity of bone meal, fishmeal, natural manure, compost and organic
fertilizers that we pay for, and the gas should not be allowed to escape.
Charcoal has other equally valuable properties. It is the world’s most perfect purifier. It acts as a
continuous factory for the destruction of injurious acids. Whenever evil organic gases are given
off, charcoal will absorb the odor. A sprinkling of charcoal over the compost heap will not prevent
odors but will preserve ammonia.
After purchasing the charcoal, break it into half-inch pieces by placing it on a large piece of
plastic and breaking it with a hammer.
Further benefits that plants receive by incorporating some charcoal in your potting mix:
1. It helps to stop damping off of seedlings.
2. When cuttings are started in water, it encourages root growth as well as keeping the water
fresh.
3. Charcoal in potting mixes also sweetens the soil and saves fertilizer.
4. Last, but not least, it helps to open up the potting mix as well as helping in the drainage
Do not use charcoal from the grocery store that is for grilling.

This article by Rex Hardy is reprinted from the August 2006 newsletter of the Bromeliad Society of Central Florida.
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Bromeliad Society of San Francisco (BSSF)

The BSSF is a non-profit educational organization promoting the study and cultivation of bromeliads. The BSSF meets
monthly on the 3rd Thursday at 7:30 PM in the Recreation Room of the San Francisco County Fair Building, 9th Avenue at
Lincoln Way, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. Meetings feature educational lectures and displays of plants. Go to
sfbromeliad.org for information about our meetings.
The BSSF publishes a monthly newsletter that comes with the membership. Annual dues are single ($15), dual ($20). To
join the BSSF, mail your name(s), address, telephone number, e-mail address, and check payable to the BSSF to:
Harold Charns, BSSF Treasurer, 255 States Street, San Francisco, CA 94114-1405.
OFFICERS and DIRECTORS
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Director
Director

Carl Carter
Dan Arcos
Harold Charns
Carola Ziermann
Roger Lane
Jill L. Myers

carl.m.carter@sbcglobal.net
darcos@pacbell.net
Harold@States-Street.com
carola.ziermann@yahoo.com
rdodger@pacbell.net
GEZUNDA@comcast.net

510-318-2379
415-823-9661
415-861-6043
925-446-4028
650-949-4831
415-706-7358

BROMELIAD SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL
The Bromeliad Society International publishes the Journal bimonthly at Orlando, Florida. Subscription price (in U.S. $)
is included in the 12-month membership dues. Please address all membership and subscription correspondence to
Membership Secretary Annette Dominquez, 8117 Shenandoah Dr., Austin, TX 78753-5734, U.S.A. or go to www.bsi.org.

Roger Lane
551 Hawthorne Court
Los Altos, CA 94024

