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Meeting Specifics
When:
Time:

Thursday, September 21
7:00-7:15 PM
Conservatory of Flowers

Where:

Visit to the Conservatory of Flowers

Golden Gate Park
100 John F. Kennedy Drive
San Francisco

This month, we will not have a regular monthly meeting. Instead,
we will be visiting the Conservatory of Flowers in Golden Gate
Park. We will be able to visit the plants after the building is
closed to the public. If you have never been to this conservatory,
you are in for a treat. Each of the rooms is temperaturecontrolled for the plants in that room – and the plants are lush
and happy! While there we may see a light art installation title
photosynthesis. One of the rooms is always devoted to a theme
for specific typ
types of plants. The current exhibit is devoted to
butterflies and plants – an exhibit extended because of its
popularity. Our host for the tour will be Mario Vega who curates
the bromeliad collection.
We will not be having a show-and-tell of bromeliads or a plant
raffle as we usually do. At the end of the tour, we will gather for
refreshments and any business announcements.
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Jay Thurrott, horticultural show plants, and bromeliads at a private residence

One of the most interesting things Jay revealed during his show
was the lifestyle of the people living in the Bahamas
Last month Jay Thurrott
from Port Orange, Florida
visited us. Jay has been active
in the bromeliad world since
the ‘70s and is the current
past president of the
Bromeliad Society
International. His show for us
concentrated on growing
bromeliads in the Bahamas
and his judging a Horticultural
Show.

The portion of the Bahamas we
saw was around Nassau, the
capital. Jay did not explore
plants in their habitat but
exposed us to plants in 3 private
collections. One of the
challenges of growing
bromeliads in the Bahamas is
the natural soil is not conducive
to planting bromeliads. You
have to purchase soil that is
quite expensive. Thus, the
people tend to concentrate on

Tillandsias in their collection
although there were potted
bromeliads also.
While there, Jay was invited to
judge bromeliads in the Nassau
annual Horticultural Show. Jay
said that the rent for the facility
was very expensive but the show
and sale are sufficiently popular

Jay says that Tillandsia intermedia is one of the most popular plants
grown in the Bahamas.

to justify the expense. There
were several slides of the
types of bromeliads in the
show. Although these plants
were beautiful, there was not
the diversity of plants we see
in shows in the United States.
Jay also brought some of his
bromeliads for sale. It is
always interesting to have a

speaker from another area
bringing plant material that
we may not have in our
personal collections.
We hope that the recent
hurricane and upcoming
hurricanes do not affect Jay or
the people of the Bahamas but unfortunately, this seems
not to be the case.
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Billbergia and the Don
Beadle Legacy
In the beginning, Billbergia was a modest little plant, often plain
green with three leaves, a few spots and a quick-lived
inflorescence. It was relegated to the back of collections,
neglected and disrespected. Then Billbergia met Don Beadle;
neither was ever the same again.

Billbergia Fantasia

Billbergia Catherine Wilson

Don was fascinated by the variety of bromeliads and wanted to
collect all of them. The impracticality of it soon became
apparent, and so he narrowed his focus on the lowly and lonely
Billbergia. "I collected all the species I could find - there were
about 20 available at the time," he says. He looked for cultivars
although they were few and far between. "Mulford Foster had
made Billbergia 'Fantasia' and R. Wilson had made Billbergia
'Catherine Wilson' but, in general, Billbergias had not really caught
on in popularity." Don was fascinated by the idea of making
hybrids and found the process exhilarating.
He was growing green Billbergias until Bob Whitman found
Billbergia 'Domingos Martins', the gorgeously spotted cultivar of
Billbergia vittata. "I lusted after that bromeliad with a passion,"
Don says. After much coercion and a year's wait, Don got a pup
and went to work. He crossed Billbergia 'Domingos Martins' with
Billbergia 'Ed McWilliams', and Billbergia 'Hallelujah' was born.
Prized for its rich deep red leaves and its white and pink spots, its
foliage appeal long outlasts its stunning magenta scapes and
purple flowers. Billbergia 'Domingos Martins' revolutionized
hybridizing and today is found in many Billbergia hybrids.
Don continued to create better, more beautiful, sexier Billbergias
to the extent that they soon moved to the forefront of sales and
shows. Everyone wanted a Don Beadle Billbergia. Billbergias were
no longer the unappreciated oddity of the bromeliad world.
Billbergia 'Afterglow' with its rich, deep pink blush does literally
glow as light shines through its leaves. Billbergia 'La Noche's' dark,
banded leaves are dramatic and stunning. Billbergia 'El Capitan' is
another dramatic Billbergia whose sturdy leaves have both
banding and spots.

Billbergia Domingos Martins

In 1986, Don sold his Corpus Christi house and moved to First Dirt
Road in Venice Florida, home to Los Milagros nursery. He fell in
love with the place, rebuilding the greenhouses and growing like
mad. To date, he has created more than 140 named cultivars and
many more yet to be named.
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While he continued to hybridize, Don was breaking ground in
yet another area: photography. He set up a dedicated space
for taking pictures and decided it would be more dramatic
and compelling to photograph bromeliads in clumps rather
than singly, then the norm. Every day he checked for blooms
so he could catch the flowers at their (quick) peak. He
experimented with lighting, finally settling on blue photo
bulbs for the most honest light. Using a Nikon camera with a
full array of lenses, he honed his photographic skills and
incorporated double exposures into his photographic
repertoire.
Don's presentations at World Conferences became standing
room only events, as those who attended the recent one in
Orlando can attest. Audiences sat in rapt silence as Don's
slides were shown, with minimal but very often pithy
commentary from Don and to the accompaniment of quiet
music. His photographs set the standard for both scientific
presentation and artistry. His technique and the quality of
his legacy are evident today. The next time you see a
beautiful picture of a bromeliad, you will catch the echoes
of Don's influence.

Billbergia Afterglow

In 2000, Don's life took another turn, and he sold Los
Milagros, the nursery and the property, to Michael Kiehl who
moved his nursery, Michael's Bromeliads, to First Dirt Road.
Today, Don can often be found at Michael's Bromeliads. Don
has reorganized the Beadle Billbergia collection that lives
and thrives there, sharing information and memories with
Michael Kiehl. Don's amazing collection of photographs now
lives on the website of the Florida Council of Bromeliad
Societies (fcbs.org) in yet collaboration with Michael
Andreas.
Don's passion for bromeliads led to ground breaking
Billbergia cultivars that made this genus one of the most
popular; his ground breaking bromeliad photography set the
standard for bromeliad pictures; his passion for knowledge
led to the Bromeliad Cultivar Registry; his vision for an
accurate registry accessible and available to one and all took
him beyond his peers and now serves the entire world.

Billbergia El Capitan

Don Beadle's legacy has had a deep impact on our bromeliad
world. We are all the richer for his being our friend and
mentor.
This article by Jeff Sorenson is reprinted from the April 2013
newsletter of the Saddleback Valley Bromeliad Society.

Don Beadle
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Our Plant Family Bromeliaceae
At recent meetings I have noticed that many members
Brocchinia – 20
have only a vague idea of how the Bromeliad Family
with its more than 3,200 species is organized.
Understandably, they are concentrating on the
Connellia - 6
challenge to grow plants that come from (sub)tropical Lindmania – 9
or dessert, low or high altitude, hot or cold, dry or wet
environments in their indoor apartments or homes.
Hechtia – 62
Moreover, many once popular species are not well
known today and are hard to find because of the
explosion of attractive hybrid cultivars that has
swamped the bromeliad world. We do need discussion
and information about horticultural techniques (about
which very little is written), but a basic understanding
of the family is also essential for a grower’s education.
Family Bromeliaceae (bro-meel-ee-ay-see-ee) is a part
of the flowering plants (angiosperms) subdivision of
the Plant Kingdom. All of its species are
monocotyledons (monocots), that is to say that each
seed initially has only one leaf. Dicots have two seed
leaves. Until about 4 years ago the family was divided
into three subfamilies: Pitcairnioideae,
Tillandsioideae, and Bromelioideae. Now taxonomists
have converted former sub-family Pitcairnioideae into
6 new sub-families: Brochinioideae, Lindmanioideae,
Hechtiodeae, Navioideae, Pitcairnioideae, and
Puyoideae.
The following is the new list of the sub-families and
their genera with the number of species from Harry
Luther’s 2012 Bromeliad Binomials. It reflects novel
revisions from previous classifications in the last
decade made by evolutionary biologists from
molecular DNA research on the Bromeliad family. (We
will see further changes in the near future. Genus
Aechmea, for one, has many contradictions and likely
will be revised. Also, the relationship between species
of Tillandsia and Vriesea needs to be clarified.)
This article by Herb Plever is reprinted from the May 2013
newsletter of the New York Bromeliad Society.

Brewcaria - 6
Cottendorfia - 1
Navia -93

BROCHINIOIDEAE
LINDMANIOIDEAE

HECHTIOIDEAE
NAVIOIDEAE
Sequencia - 1
Steyerbromelia - 6

PITCAIRNIOIDEAE
Deuterocohnia -18
Fosterella - 31
Dyckia -147
Pepinia -57
Encholirium - 28
Pitcairnia -342
PUYOIDEAE
Puya – 218
TILLANDSIOIDEAE (9 genera)
Alcantarea -32
Racinaea -74
Catopsis - 18
Tillandsia - 622
Glomeropitcairnia -2
Vriesea - 281
Guzmania - 211
Werauhia – 88
Mezobromelia – 9
BROMELIOIDEAE
Acanthostachys - 2
Aechmea - 276
Ananas - 7
Androlepis -2
Araeococcus - 9
Deinacanthon -1
Disteganthus - 2
Edmundoa - 3
Eduandrea – 1
Fascicularia - 1
Fernseea -2
Greigia - 36
Hohenbergia - 65
Hohenbergiopsis - 1
xHohenmea - 1
Laptanthus - 2
Lymania - 9

(35 genera)
Billbergia - 63
Bromelia - 60
Canistropsis - 11
Canistrum - 13
Cryptanthus - 72
Neoglaziovia - 3
Neoregelia - 120
Nidularium - 47
xNiduregelia - 3
Ochagavia - 4
Orthophytum - 68
Portea - 9
Pseudaechmea - 1
Pseudananas - 1
Quesnelia - 23
Ronnbergia - 14
Ursulaea - 2
Wittrockia - 6
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Bromeliad Society of San Francisco (BSSF)

The BSSF is a non-profit educational organization promoting the study and cultivation of bromeliads. The BSSF meets
monthly on the 3rd Thursday at 7:30 PM in the Recreation Room of the San Francisco County Fair Building, 9th Avenue at
Lincoln Way, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. Meetings feature educational lectures and displays of plants. Go to
sfbromeliad.org for information about our meetings.
The BSSF publishes a monthly newsletter that comes with the membership. Annual dues are single ($15), dual ($20). To
join the BSSF, mail your name(s), address, telephone number, e-mail address, and check payable to the BSSF to:
Harold Charns, BSSF Treasurer, 255 States Street, San Francisco, CA 94114-1405.
OFFICERS and DIRECTORS
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Director
Director
Director
Director

Carl Carter
Dan Arcos
Harold Charns
Roger Lane
Marilyn Moyer
Peder Samuelsen
Peter Wan

carl.m.carter@sbcglobal.net
darcos@pacbell.net
Harold@States-Street.com
rdodger@pacbell.net
MarilynMoyer@comcast.net
Pedersam@comcast.net
Peter195110@yahoo.com

510-318-2379
415-823-9661
415-861-6043
650-949-4831
650-365-5560
650-365-5560
408-500-2103

BROMELIAD SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL
The Bromeliad Society International publishes the Journal bimonthly at Orlando, Florida. Subscription price (in U.S. $)
is included in the 12-month membership dues. Please address all membership and subscription correspondence to
Membership Secretary Annette Dominquez, 8117 Shenandoah Dr., Austin, TX 78753-5734, U.S.A. or go to www.bsi.org.

Roger Lane
551 Hawthorne Court
Los Altos, CA 94024

