BROMELIAD SOCIETY OF
SAN
FRANCISCO
AUGUST 2017

Meeting Specifics
When:

Thursday August 17

Time:

7:30 PM
Recreation Room

Where:

San Francisco County Fair
Building
9th Avenue at Lincoln Way

Growing Bromeliads in the Bahamas
and
Bahamas Horticultural Judged Show
This month, Jay Thurrott will be visiting us from Port Orange,
Florida. Jay is a retired environmental chemist who worked in the
public service sector for over 30 years. He grows over 800
varieties of bromeliads and has been growing bromeliads since the
70’s. He is a lifetime member of the Florida East Coast Bromeliad
Society where he has served in many capacities. He recently
completed his second term as president of the Bromeliad Society
International after also having served as a director and vice
president of the organization.
His topic for us, in short, is "Many people view the Bahamas as a
tropical paradise, but the residents of the islands face a number
of interesting challenges in growing bromeliads there. We'll take
a look at some of these and visit gardens in Nassau as well as
observe entries in a show hosted by the Horticultural Society of
the Bahamas"

Roger Lane signed up for refreshments this month.. Any additional
contributions are appreciated.
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July Garden Tour
Last month, the weather in San Francisco was perfect for our
garden tour
Last month, we visited many
new gardens for our tour in
San Francisco as well some
that we have visited before.
The weather was perfect and
our group was not too large.
We visited 5 separate gardens
which is a lot more than we
usually do on these tours. In
addition to the social aspects
of these tours, we get ideas as
to how we can improve our
own gardens and yards.

We want to thank the people
who opened their homes and
yards to us:
•

Jana and Geoff

•

Ted Kipping

•

Charlotte Masson

•

Angel Garcia and
Brandon Grimaldi

•

Harold Charns and
Rose Schubert

A special thanks to Dan Arcos
for planning the tour. This
event is one of the highlights
of the year.

We had a great turnout for the tour

JULY MEETING
Last month Kelly Griffin
visited us and gave us a slide
show on a trip he had made
this spring to Oaxaca. His
shows are always interesting
because he exposes us to
plants that we may not grow
ourselves but they are

Interesting and the habitat
shots are often very unique.
He ended his show with photos
of some of the aloe hybrids he
is working on that may soon
be released.

2

August 2017

A New Bromeliad Genus
At last month’s meeting Wes Schilling brought in an Orthophytum for show-and-tell. However, he
identified it as a Sincoraea. This was a revelation to your editor because I had not heard of this genus.
Since the meeting I have done a little research and discovered that this new genus was first described as a
single species, Sincoraea amoena. It was characterized by leaves totally or partially red during anthesis
and the total absence of a peduncle (upright flower stalk) resulting in a sessile (sunken) inflorescence.
This genus later became synonymous with Orthophytum. In the January-March 2016 issue of the Journal of
the Bromeliad Society, the Sincoraea genus was re=established based on “morphological analysis and the
monophyly of the clade including all species with sessile inflorescences and the geographic restriction of
this group to the northern portion of the Espinhaco Mountain Range.”
Currently, there are 11 Orthophytum species that fit the new genus Sincoraea:
1 albopictum
2 amoena
3 burle-marxii
4 hatschbachii
5 heleniceae
6 humilis
7 mucugensis
8 navioides
9 ophiuroides
10
rafaelii

These plants with upright flower
stalk are still Orthophytums

These plants with sunken flower
spike are Sincoraea
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Bromeliad Society of San Francisco (BSSF)

The BSSF is a non-profit educational organization promoting the study and cultivation of bromeliads. The BSSF meets
monthly on the 3rd Thursday at 7:30 PM in the Recreation Room of the San Francisco County Fair Building, 9th Avenue at
Lincoln Way, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. Meetings feature educational lectures and displays of plants. Go to
sfbromeliad.org for information about our meetings.
The BSSF publishes a monthly newsletter that comes with the membership. Annual dues are single ($15), dual ($20). To
join the BSSF, mail your name(s), address, telephone number, e-mail address, and check payable to the BSSF to:
Harold Charns, BSSF Treasurer, 255 States Street, San Francisco, CA 94114-1405.
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President
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Secretary
Director
Director

Carl Carter
Dan Arcos
Harold Charns
Carola Ziermann
Roger Lane
Jill L. Myers

carl.m.carter@sbcglobal.net
darcos@pacbell.net
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GEZUNDA@Earthlink.net

510-318-2379
415-823-9661
415-861-6043
925-446-4028
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BROMELIAD SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL
The Bromeliad Society International publishes the Journal bimonthly at Orlando, Florida. Subscription price (in U.S. $)
is included in the 12-month membership dues. Please address all membership and subscription correspondence to
Membership Secretary Annette Dominquez, 8117 Shenandoah Dr., Austin, TX 78753-5734, U.S.A. or go to www.bsi.org.

Roger Lane
551 Hawthorne Court
Los Altos, CA 94024

