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Meeting Specifics
When:

Thursday, July 20

Time:

7:30 PM

Bromeliads of Oaxaca

Recreation Room
Where:

San Francisco County Fair
Building
9th Avenue at Lincoln Way

This month, Kelly Griffin will be visiting us again from the San
Diego area. For those of you who do not know Kelly, he is the
manager of Succulent Plant Development for Altman Plants, the
largest producer of succulents in the country. His inclination has
been towards Agaves, Aloes, and Echeverias, but his interests
extend to almost all plants. In his job he has been able to travel
all over the world documenting plants and collecting seeds for
propagation – some have even been finding their way into our
gardens. He also has hybridized many aloes and agaves that are
collected by many hobbyists.
This month, Kelly will speak to us on a trip that he made this
spring to Oaxaca. Kelly is a great photographer and narrator, so
this will be a good show.
Kelly also will be bringing plants for sale.

No one signed up for refreshments this month.. Any contributions
are appreciated.
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June Meeting
Last month, Dr. Carlos Sanchez introduced us to the bromeliads
found in Cuba
Last month, Dr. Carlos
Sanchez visited us from Cuba.
He has been a professor of
Cuban Higher Education for 40
years and has been employed
at the National Botanic
Garden of the University of
Cuba from 1980 to the
present. Our society was the
first of many plant societies at
which he spoke.
His talk covered the 11 genera

of the bromeliads in Cuba with
an emphasis on the largest
representation: tillandsias. He
provided representative slides
of one or more plants from
each genus and showed how
the description of bromeliads
in Cuba has evolved over the
years from early taxonomists
to the current younger
generation doing work in Cuba
today. Currently, there are 65
species of bromeliads.

In addition to showing slides of
individual plants, he showed
slides of the varying terrains in
which these plants are found.
He spent quite a bit of his talk
on how endangered many of
the bromeliads are.
Approximately 30% of the
entire Cuban flora is

Tillandsia deppeana is the most critically endangered bromeliad in Cuba
threatened. Part of this is due
to habitat destruction and
part is due to the invasion of
exotic species.
Among the endangered
bromeliads are T. argentea, T.
capitata, T. paraschekii, and
T. turquinensis. But the most
endangered bromeliad in Cuba
is Tillandsia deppeana.

Dr. Sanchez said this tillandsia
used to be found in 3 separate
areas of Cuba but is now only
found in one of them.
We thank Dr. Sanchez for
visiting us and providing an
informative talk on Cuban
bromeliads.
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June Bromeliad Sale
Our Bromeliad Sale this year was a great success thanks to all the work our members put in and the
members of the public who were present in droves throughout the weekend.
On Friday during setup, there were lots of members ready to help unload plants, finish pricing the plants,
and help arrange our plant display. Thanks to Naomi Bloss for her artistic eye in making our arrangement
stand out as it did. Thanks also to the many members who brought in their magnificent bromeliads to
demonstrate the diversity of this plant family to the public.
As always, there is a long line of people waiting for the doors to open. These are the hardcore buyers. And
they did not disappoint. From 9:00 to 9:30 AM, about 75% of the bromeliads we purchased from one nursery
were gone.
The lines at the registers were long throughout the weekend, but they moved very smoothly and there were
no glitches.
At the end of the sale everyone was exhausted but it was an enjoyable weekend. The sales gross was over
$9000 but this amount gets distributed to the vendors and covers our expenses. Nonetheless, our treasury
was helped a lot.
[Photos below are courtesy of Thomas Vincze.]

THE SALES AREA
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DISPLAY AREA
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Annual Garden Tour
This month, in addition to our regular monthly meeting we have our annual garden tour to member’s
gardens. Because our membership is spread over the entire San Francisco area, each year we visit a
different region. This year we will go to San Francisco and visit 5 gardens. The tour is next Sunday, July
16.
Please RSVP to Daniel Arcos who has organized this event. You may contact him via email at
danarcos@sfbromeliad.org or call him at 415-821-7377. Dan will send you the addresses and directions to
each garden.

Stop 1: 11:00AM to 11:45AM – Garden of Jana and Geoff, Noe Valley

Stops 2A and 2B: 12 Noon to 1:15PM
The streets are narrow and parking is scare, so Dan will designate you to one of two groups. Each group will
go to one of the 2 stops and then go to the other. They are a 5 minute drive apart.
2A – Ted Kipping, Sunnyside
2B – Charlotte Masson, Westwood Highlands

Stop 3: 1:30PM – 2:15 PM – Angel Garcia and Brandon Grimaldi, Outer Sunset

Stop 4: 2:30PM – 5:00PM –Harold Charns and Rose Schubert – Corona Heights
At our final stop, there will be a potluck meal, so bring a food item that is ready to go or needs very little
preparation. There will be paper plates, napkins, and plastic silverware provided. Bring your own serving
utensils.
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Bromeliad Society of San Francisco (BSSF)

The BSSF is a non-profit educational organization promoting the study and cultivation of bromeliads. The BSSF meets
monthly on the 3rd Thursday at 7:30 PM in the Recreation Room of the San Francisco County Fair Building, 9th Avenue at
Lincoln Way, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. Meetings feature educational lectures and displays of plants. Go to
sfbromeliad.org for information about our meetings.
The BSSF publishes a monthly newsletter that comes with the membership. Annual dues are single ($15), dual ($20). To
join the BSSF, mail your name(s), address, telephone number, e-mail address, and check payable to the BSSF to:
Harold Charns, BSSF Treasurer, 255 States Street, San Francisco, CA 94114-1405.
OFFICERS and DIRECTORS
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Director
Director

Carl Carter
Dan Arcos
Harold Charns
Carola Ziermann
Roger Lane
Jill L. Myers

carl.m.carter@sbcglobal.net
darcos@pacbell.net
Harold@States-Street.com
carola.ziermann@yahoo.com
rdodger@pacbell.net
GEZUNDA@Earthlink.net

510-318-2379
415-823-9661
415-861-6043
925-446-4028
650-949-4831
415-706-7358

BROMELIAD SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL
The Bromeliad Society International publishes the Journal bimonthly at Orlando, Florida. Subscription price (in U.S. $)
is included in the 12-month membership dues. Please address all membership and subscription correspondence to
Membership Secretary Annette Dominquez, 8117 Shenandoah Dr., Austin, TX 78753-5734, U.S.A. or go to www.bsi.org.

Roger Lane
551 Hawthorne Court
Los Altos, CA 94024

