BROMELIAD SOCIETY OF
SAN
FRANCISCO
FEBRUARY 2014

Meeting Specifics
When:

February 20

Time:

7:30 PM
Recreation Room

Where

San Francisco County Fair
Building
9th Avenue at Lincoln Way
San Francisco

Carl’s Brazilian Adventures
This month our president Carl Carter will be the speaker. In 2013
he made his second trip to Brazil with Guillermo Rivera who
specializes in organizing plant and bird tours. On this trip, Carl
flew to Rio de Janeiro a few days before the tour began so he
could explore some of the plants in the Rio area. Since he was
alone and rented a car for traveling, it will be interesting to see
how successful he was. The organized tour covered the states of
Bahia and Minas Gerais. Your editor has been on one of
Guillermo’s trips to these states and there is a wealth of
bromeliads to be found – even new species, yet to be described.
If you have traveled on plant trips with Carl, you know that he
covers much more territory than most of us and can get photos of
areas that we do not even see. So make sure you come to this
meeting for new plant discoveries.

Darold Petty has signed up for refreshments this
month.Can someone else help out with refreshments?
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Michael Kiehl and Don Beadle, Entrance to Selby Botanical
Gardens, Water lily Pond at Naples Botanical Gardens

January Meeting
Peter Wan let us vicariously enjoy the 2012 Bromeliad Society
International Conference in Orlando
Peter Wan gave us a slide
show on his trip to the 2012
World Bromeliad Conference
held in Orlando, Florida along
with other activities while
there. There was a fair
representation of our society
at the conference because
Peter has a house in Florida
that he graciously opened for
some of us to stay. Members
of our society in attendance
were Dan Arcos, Casper Curto,

Roger Lane, and Nick Soumie.
Each of us got to the
conference at different times
because of other activities we
indulged in. Dan, Roger, and
Nick visited the Michael Kiehl
nursery and the Tropiflora
Nursery while these nurseries
were preparing their plants
for the show and the sale.
This meant we missed the
member garden tours held on

the same day – but we got to
see and purchase some
fantastic plants.
Peter’s slides of the
conference emphasized the
wonderful plant show that
included some marvelous art
as well as the beautiful
plants. He also included some
photos of the seminars with an
emphasis on Mr. Billbergia:
Don Beadle, who is getting

This is one of the many bromeliad display plots at the conference

back into hybridization after
many years absence.

herbarium and their growing
greenhouses.

Peter also showed us slides of
our visit to the Selby Botanical
Gardens that is the Bromeliad
Identification Center for the
world. Bruce Holst was there
and gave us a behind-thescenes availability to the

We also visited the Naples
Botanical Gardens in southern
Florida. From the time you
arrive, you are inundated with
beautiful flowering Aechmea
blanchetiana (see last page of
newsletter) in the parking lot.

Thanks, Peter for a
wonderful slide show on your
visit to the 2012 BSI
Conference and other
activities
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Pacific Orchid
Exposition
Our society will be
selling plants again at this year’s
Pacific Orchid Exposition (POE)
that takes place at Fort Mason in
San Francisco from 19 February
through 23 February. We will
have a display table to carry out
the theme “All That Jazz” with
an emphasis on Tillandsias. Over
the last couple of years that we
have sold at the POE, we have
discovered that tillandsias are
the most popular bromeliads for
the orchid fanciers.
We will be selling tillandsias
(bare root and artistically
arranged in globes), small
neoregelias, and the everpopular Tillandsia cyanea.
This sale is one of our two annual
sales to support our society and
we need your help to make it a
success. Our sales booth is small
and can only handle 3 people at
a time. Please see if you are able
to fill any of our vacant slots.
Contact Dan Arcos at
danarcos@sfbromeliad.org or
415-821-7377

Feb 19/Wednesday (Set Up)
Time
2PM – 6PM
2PM – 6PM

Person/Duty
Peter Wan/Display
Michelle D./Display

Person/Duty
Marilyn M. /Booth
Peder S. /Booth

Person/Duty
Darold Petty/Booth
Dan Arcos/Booth

2PM – 6PM

Roger Lane/Display

Jon Dixon/Booth

Carola
Ziermann/Booth

Feb 20/Thursday (Opening Gala Sales)
Time
6PM – 10PM

Person
Dan Arcos

Person
Angel Garcia

Person
Yolanda Huang

Feb 21/Friday (Sales)
Time
10AM – 2PM
2PM – 6PM

Person
Dan Arcos
Carola Ziermann

Person
Carl Carter
Roger Lane

Person

Person
John Molnar
Lana Fisher

Person

Person
Jill Myers
Carola Ziermann

Person

Person
Michelle
Derviss/Display
Marilyn M.
/Booth

Person

Feb 22/Saturday (Sales)
Time
10AM – 2PM
2PM – 6PM

Person
Gary Turner
Dan Arcos

Feb 23/Sunday (Sales)
Time
10AM – 2PM
2PM – 6PM

Person
Keith Carter
Dan Arcos

Feb 23/Sunday (Take Down)
Time
5PM - Done

Person
Peter Wan/Display

5PM - Done

Peder S. /Booth
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POE (continued)
We are assigned badges so that we do not have to pay the entry
fee. One of our sales volunteers will be at the entrance at the
start of your shift to give you your badge. Do not worry that you
do not know enough about the bromeliads to talk to the
customers; each of us knows more than most of the customers.
We will be using the square system for credit card processing. If
you have a smart phone add the smart software app to your
phone. Instructions for using the square will be in our booth to
help you.
Thanks in advance for your help at this sale. It is always a lot of
fun.

Dues are Due

Filoli Bromeliad Display

A new year has begun and dues
for our society are due: $15 for a
single membership and $20 for a
dual membership. Pay our
treasurer, Harold Charns at the
meeting or mail to Harold. See
back page of newsletter for
details.

Several years ago our society put together a
bromeliad display for the annual Mother’s day
Flower show at Filoli Gardens. We have been
invited to do this again this year (8-12 May). It is
an opportunity to promote our society and
perhaps get new members. Our members have
wonderful plant material to put a display
together but we need to know whether our
society can provide the time to plan the display
and be present at Filoli some of the time to
promote our society. We will solicit inputs from
the membership about this activity.
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The tobacco mosaic virus (TMV),
which is known to be present in
raw, green tobacco, was tested
on several specimens of
bromeliads. Researchers at the
University of Hawaii have
reported that aphids and
leafhopper insects transmit
potato, cucumber and papaya
mosaic virus to other field crops.
Other studies have shown that
cigarette smokers have
inadvertently transferred TMV
while transplanting tomato
plants.
During 1997, thirty bromeliads
were selected and divided into
three groups of ten each. Each
group consisted of eight
Neoregelias, one Tillandsia and
one Nidularium. The bromeliads
varied in age from two to six
months. Each plant was potted in
an “Ultra 60” six-inch green
plastic pot. The medium
consisted of redwood bark 30%,
Canadian peat 60% and perlite
10%.
Subsequently, the plants were
grown in a shade house built of
California redwood, located in
the back yard of a home in
Honolulu, Hawaii. A black cloth
with 48% sun filter hung
horizontally about four feet
above the plants to provide
shade. There was no additional
shading by buildings or trees.
Watering was derived from
rainfall and artesian wells. The
well water is rated as “soft” and
free of organic and inorganic
contaminants.
Since TMV is also found in the
tobacco of cigars, cigars were
selected for the source of the
TMV for this test. Each potted
plant of the first group was
exposed to one inch of cigar per

Variegation with Tobacco Mosaic Virus
month. Each one-inch segment was
broken apart and spread evenly over
the medium. The shredded cigar was
watered and kept moist, but not
soggy. Plastic gloves were used for
this operation.
The second group was treated with an
equal volume of small pieces of
variegated leaves of Neoregelia
carolinae Tricolor and N. Kahala
Dawn, also on a monthly basis.
The control group remained
untreated. Each group of plants was
grown separated from each other. The
project spanned January through
December 1998. Please note that the
experimenter is a non-smoker.
After one year, four of the five types
of bromeliads in the group treated
with monthly cigar tobacco
demonstrated varying degrees of
variegation. Only N. Red Gold did not
show variegation in the central
emerging leaves. Of the four types of
bromeliads that had changes, N.
correia-araujoi x N. Oeser 100 was the
most promising.
Subsequently, the variegation in N.
correia-araujoi x N. ‘Oeser 100’
progressed in the first and second
generation of progeny to the point
where they resembled the ordered
variegation of N. carolineae Tricolor.
Five years later, the third and fourth
generations of progeny have stabilized
in appearance with the variegation
generalized throughout many of the
leaves. The plant is attractive and
significantly different from the
initially treated clone. While the issue
of commercial value is subjective, this
new cultivar has good color, a large
size, variegation, vigor, and
adaptability to full sun in the

Hawaiian landscape and pups
profusely before and after flowering.
The second group of plants treated
with chopped leaves of variegated
Neoregelias show no development of
variegation. This group was included
to test for a possible “persistent”
viral infestation of variegated plants
that might infect other plants and
produce the desired variegation.
The control group and their
subsequent progeny showed no
changes in leaf pattern during or
after completion of the study.
Summary
The tobacco of cigars was an
economical and convenient source of
TMV for this project. Virus can be
transmitted to the growing meristem
of bromeliads when tobacco is
spread over the potting medium and
watered. While the mechanisms of
the virus infection remain

uncharted, the results of this study
indicate it is possible to produce
variegation in a non-variegated
bromeliad and give birth to an
attractive Neoregelia with
commercial potential.
Article by Jonathan Kajiwar is reprinted
from the April 2004 newsletter of the
San Diego Bromeliad Society.
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Bromeliad Society of San Francisco (BSSF)

The BSSF is a non-profit educational organization promoting the study and cultivation of bromeliads. The BSSF meets
monthly on the 3rd Thursday at 7:30 PM in the Recreation Room of the San Francisco County Fair Building, 9th Avenue at
Lincoln Way, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. Meetings feature educational lectures and displays of plants. Go to
sfbromeliad.org for information about our meetings.
The BSSF publishes a monthly newsletter that comes with the membership. Annual dues are single ($15), dual ($20). To
join the BSSF, mail your name(s), address, telephone number, e-mail address, and check payable to the BSSF to:
Harold Charns, BSSF Treasurer, 255 States Street, San Francisco, CA 94114-1405.
OFFICERS and DIRECTORS
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Director
Director
Director
Director

Carl Carter
Dan Arcos
Harold Charns
Roger Lane
Marilyn Moyer
Peder Samuelsen
Peter Wan

carl.m.carter@sbcglobal.net
darcos@pacbell.net
Harold@States-Street.com
rdodger@pacbell.net
MarilynMoyer@comcast.net
Pedersam@comcast.net
Peter195110@yahoo.com

510-318-2379
415-823-9661
415-861-6043
650-949-4831
650-365-5560
650-365-5560
408-500-2103

BROMELIAD SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL
The Bromeliad Society International publishes the Journal bimonthly at Orlando, Florida. Subscription price (in U.S. $)
is included in the 12-month membership dues. Please address all membership and subscription correspondence to
Membership Secretary Annette Dominquez, 8117 Shenandoah Dr., Austin, TX 78753-5734, U.S.A. or go to www.bsi.org.

Roger Lane
551 Hawthorne Court
Los Altos, CA 94024

