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NEWSLETTER
Our next meeting will be held on Thursday, August 16, 2012 at 7:30 PM
Recreation Room, San Francisco County Fair Building, 9th Avenue at Lincoln Way, Golden Gate Park, San
Francisco

August Program
The Odd Aechmeas
Elizabeth Patterson graduated from the
Eastman School of Music in 1964 and has
been playing double bass with the Dallas
Symphony since. She left twice briefly for
positions with the Kansas City Philharmonic
and the Mobile Symphony. She plays
principal bass in Music in the Mountains in
Durango, Colorado. In her spare time she is
an avid gardener, hiker, amateur botanist and
photographer. She has translated and edited
the first two volumes of a series of books on
the bromeliads of Ecuador written by José
Manzanares. Since 1985, she has traveled to
Ecuador each year to study and photograph
the bromeliads in nature.

Here is Betty Paterson practicing for her day
job.

August Refreshments

This month, Betty has put together a show
on some of the odd Aechmeas. She had
access to the collection of John Anderson
who was known as Mr. Aechmea. Aechmea
is the genus in the Bromeliaceae subfamily
that taxonomists place a plant when they are
not sure where it should fit. We will get
some slides of some unusual plants.

Mark

Ramirez signed up for
refreshments this month. Can
someone else help out with
refreshments?

Betty is also providing our plant raffle table
so we are in for an opportunity to add some
new and unusual plants to our collections.
Bring money for purchasing lots of raffle
tickets.
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East Bay Garden Tour

Each

year we have our tour of members’
gardens, the group visiting the collections gets
ever larger. And this year was no exception. The
weather was perfect.
Our first stop was at David Feix’s home. His yard
is a gardener’s paradise and a great spot to check
out material for your next garden upgrade. Even
Annie from Annie’s Annuals was inspecting the
yard. The plants have really grown since your
editor’s last visit.

Three photos at David Feix’s garden. Photo is
courtesy of Peter Wan.

Our next stop was at two homes in Alameda that
David Feix has landscaped. These homes were in
an exquisite neighborhood of Alameda. This was
your editor’s first visit to Alameda; shouldn’t lead
such a sheltered life.
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Four photos of the Alameda landscapes. Photos are
courtesy of Peter Wan.

Our next stop was at Carl Carter’s home in
Oakland. We were directed into the yard by a
neighbor with a pit bull. He has not lived there
very long, but you would not realize this from the
plantings. He lives in the bottom level of a
triplex. The steep walkway to his unit originally
had almost no plant material. Several 4 inch pots
from Annie’s Annuals and the winter rains did the
trick. Although the yard is small, we all were able
to maneuver and see his very diverse plant
collection – some of which was added the week
of the tour.

Three different views of Carl Carter’s yard. Photo is
courtesy of Peter Wan.
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This sign provided guidance for our stop at Carl
Carter’s house. Photo is courtesy of Peter Wan.

By the time we got Casper Curto and Daryl
Ducharme’s house, most of the people were
hungry. While the food items were being
prepared, the guests made the long climb to the
plant collections or examined Casper and Daryl’s
art collections. Some even took the opportunity
for a nap on the comfortable furniture (as one of
the photos conveys). Following the food, there
was a plant raffle for the guests. Then, after a very
enjoyable day everyone went home.
Dan Arcos who arranged our tour summed it up
as follows:
I want to thank everyone for making our tour and
potluck a big success. The food was delicious.
The gardens were beautiful. I want to thank
Casper & Daryl for being great and gracious
hosts in their beautiful home. Also thanks to
David and Carl for having us in their places.
Next year we will visit gardens in San Francisco

.
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Summer Gardening Fair

fertilizer seems to spur leaf growth and pupping and it
encourages flowering.

SSF braved the cold and wind on Saturday,
August 4, for the annual Garden Days event in
Golden Gate Park.. This event is designed to
expose the general public wandering through the
Golden Gate Park gardens to the various San
Francisco Plant Societies. Harold Charns, Gary
Turner, John Molnar Dan Arcos, and Yolanda
Huang met the public. Due to a communications
breakdown we did not have leftover plants from
our June sale but we were able to make contact
with members of the general public about
bromeliads.

I fertilize Cryptanthus and other bromels I grow under
lights the year round. The Cryptanthus get fed monthly
with one-third strength fertilizer of whatever formula
I’m using, and they have osmocote pellets in their mix.

B

Guzmanias and Vrieseas seem to need frequent feeding
to produce decent sized inflorescences. Plants such as
Guzmania Amaranth, Cherry, Orangeade, etc.
strangely want only moderate light but steady
fertilizer. I use a 25% to 35% strength solution in the
cups every three to four weeks and have osmocote
pellets in the mix.

.

This routine produced a large multi-branched
inflorescence on Vriesea Polemannii whereas with
minimal or no fertilizer, the plant bloomed with only
one spike. True, this practice produces a much larger,
spreading plant than I would like, but a puny
inflorescence is a big disappointment.

Fertilizer
This article (probably by Kathy Dorr) is reprinted from
the April 1986 newsletter of the Bromeliad Study
Group of Northern California.

Over the years my fertilizer routines have ranged

On the other hand, most Aechmeas do well with
minimal feeding of 25% strength fertilizer every
month from May to September only. I fertilize
Aechmea chantinii only every second month during
this period because it tends to spread out with too
much fertilizer. Use a lower nitrogen fertilizer formula
of 10-30-20 on the Aechmeas to restrict leaf growth.
But don’t feed Neoregelias at all.

from half-strength 5-1-5, 15-30-15 or 20-20-20 to no
fertilizer at all. My recent practice of not fertilizing at
all or only three times at 25% strength in June, July
and August produced optimum growth habit and
compactness for most bromeliads, but weaker
inflorescences. A closer look at each genus and at
particular species reveals that you must adjust your
fertilizing to their different specific needs.

However, when a plant has reached maturity and is
near to pupping, fertilize every two to three weeks
with 10-30-20 at 50% strength to produce robust
blooming.

Plants growing under lights get pretty much the same
light regardless of the season, so they should be
fertilized on a year round basis (depending on the
genus). Bromels grown under natural light probably
don’t require feeding during the dark months of
November through February, except Tillandsias which
can be foliar fed all year.

.

Welcome New Member!

The general consensus among growers is to use a
15-30-15 formula in March and April, a 20-20-20 in
May through August and 10-10-10 the rest of the time.
The strength of this formula can be varied from 25% to
50%, depending on the amount of light a plant
receives. Slow-release osmocote 14-14-14 pellets
placed in or on the mix can substitute for or
supplement steady fertilizing. They last about three
months.

Michael A. Chinn

I have always fertilized Tillandsias and conclude that
this is a most beneficial practice. Indoor grown
Tillandsias grow very slowly and are stingy puppers. I
don’t believe indoor grown Tillandsias can take a
steady strong fertilizing as they do at the Sonora
Desert Museum in Arizona to get those huge clumps of
giant Tillandsias we saw at the World Bromeliad
Conference in Los Angeles. However, a weekly or biweekly foliar spray of 10-30-20 or 20-20-20 soluble
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BROMELIAD SOCIETY OF SAN FRANCISCO (BSSF)

The BSSF is a non-profit educational organization promoting the study and cultivation of bromeliads. The BSSF
meets monthly on the 3rd Thursday at 7:30 PM in the Recreation room of the San Francisco County Fair Building, 9th
Avenue at Lincoln Way, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. Meetings feature educational lectures and displays of
plants. Go to the affiliate section of the BSI webpage for information about our meetings.
The BSSF publishes a monthly newsletter that comes with the membership. Annual dues are single ($15), dual
($20). To join the BSSF, mail your name(s), address, telephone number, e-mail address, and check made payable to
the BSSF to:
Harold Charns, BSSF Treasurer, 255 States Street, San Francisco, CA 94114-1405.
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Betty Patterson will show us unusual Aechmeas this month!

