BROMELIAD SOCIETY OF SAN FRANCISCO

December 2004

NEWSLETTER
Our next meeting will be held on Thursday, December 16, 2004 at 7:30 PM
Recreation Room, San Francisco County Fair Building, 9th Avenue at Lincoln Way, Golden Gate Park, San
Francisco

December Program
Holiday Potluck and Gift Exchange
This month culminates another year for our society. Our membership has grown a little, but we
do not get to see most of these new members at our meetings. Why don’t you new members try
to join us for the holiday potluck? Our annual plant sale was as successful for the treasury as
some of the sales have been – the wrong weekend was selected and we did not provide enough
publicity. Our speaker mix was more local than national because we had some cancellations, but
we will try to get a better mix next year. Our annual trip to the member’s gardens was a
wonderful opportunity to see diverse collections and beautiful landscaping – culminating in a
great potluck.

Note that our meeting time this month is 7 PM instead of 7:30 PM.
This month’s meeting will be an opportunity for us socialize and partake of great food. The
society is providing a turkey and honey baked ham. We are asking you to bring a dish to share
with the group – drinks, vegetable dish, rolls, desserts, etc. Please try to remember to bring
serving silverware for the dish that you bring. We will provide plates, cups, silverware, and
napkins. Marilyn Moyer has the list for people who signed up at our November meeting. If
you have not signed up, call Marilyn (650-365-5560) to see where you can fill in some of our
gaps.
Our club will provide a plant for each member. You may also bring a special plant/book, etc. for
exchange with the other members covered in a paper bag that may or may not be decorated. The
idea is to cover up the gift so as to surprise its recipient.
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100 type specimens (the standards for correctly
applying names).

The BIC at Selby Gardens

One of the most important reasons for the growth
of the herbarium collection is that I provide
identifications for collections from many
botanical gardens and museums both in the
United States and abroad. In return for this
service to institutions, their duplicate specimens
are incorporated into the Selby herbarium.

This article by Harry Luther, Director of the Mulford
B. Foster Bromeliad Identification Center is taken from
the January 2003 Caloosahatchee Meristem, newsletter
of the Caloosahatchee Bromeliad Society.

Early in 1978 the Bromeliad Society, Inc. (now
Bromeliad Society International) began to
investigate the possibility of establishing a center
for identifying bromeliad species. In March
1978, after negotiations with the Gardens’
Director, Calaway Dodson, it was agreed to have
the center here. The new center was named for
Mulford B. Foster of Orlando, who died in 1978.
Foster was one of the greatest bromeliad
collectors of all time with nearly 200 new species
introduced into science. I was appointed Director
of the Center in the fall of 1978. With the
support of the Bromeliad Society, many affiliate
societies as well as friends and family of Foster,
the Mulford B. Foster Bromeliad Identification
Center (BIC) opened for business in January
1979.

The living bromeliad collection, the resource most
visible to the public as it is used in Selby’s Tropical
Display House has greatly increased in both quantity
and quality over the past two decades due to the efforts
of staff and collaborators. Presently, we grow 46
genera out of a total of 55 and over 1300 species out of
a total of 2,800. Some of these are unique to
cultivation. As with other permanent collections, the
living bromeliad collection helps to fulfill the Gardens’
mission of research, conservation, and display of
tropical epiphytes.
Communication is an important aspect of all scientific
endeavors. I have published more than 1,330 papers
since 1980. Although most of these are scientific
descriptions of new bromeliad species, some have
covered
horticultural
taxonomy,
cultivation,
conservation, and floristics. Perhaps the most useful
publications are “An Alphabetical List of Bromeliad
Binomials”, an enumeration of the bromeliad species
considered valid at the BIC and the series “De Rebus
Bromeliacearum”, an update of the taxonomic
literature pertaining to Bromeliaceae.

The purpose of the BIC is to provide competent
and reasonably rapid identification of bromeliads
for hobby collectors as well as professional
botanists and horticulturists worldwide. In order
to perform this function, a large reference
collection of the taxonomic literature,
illustrations and preserved specimens had to be
assembled.

Day-to-day operations consist of data basing the ever
increasing amount of taxonomic and distributional
information, maintaining the files and slide collection,
identifying the submitted specimens (hundreds each
year – mostly from other botanical institutions) and
working on publications and correspondence.

Over 3,000 files on individual species, each with
all the material obtainable to facilitate
identification have been created. A typical file
contains a copy of the original description,
photographs of living and preserved specimens,
botanical illustrations, and any horticultural
accounts of the species.
These files are
constantly update as new material is available.

The BIC serves both as a service (identification of
bromeliads) and as a repository for all information
pertaining to the bromeliad family. Its services and
resources and resources are available to all hobby and
professional growers, botanist and conservation
biologists as well as to an increasing number of
students from the USA and several foreign countries.
The Center is supported solely by gifts and
contributions. Selby is clearly a World Bromeliad
Center and the BIC itself makes an important
contribution to maintaining the Gardens’ mission.

In 1978, the total bromeliad herbarium collection
(preserved dried specimens) was housed in one
half of a single cabinet. (100 specimens nearly all
from
Ecuador).
Twenty years later, the herbarium contains over
7,700 specimens in 17 cabinets including over
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Slate of Officers and Directors for
2005
At this month’s meeting we will have nomination
of officers and board of directors for next year.

Dues for Membership Have Gone
Up
Some of the folks at Marilyn Moyer’s house waiting
for dinner. Photo is courtesy of Peter Wan.

After at least 25 years, our club has voted to raise
the annual dues from $12 to $15. Dues for next
year are now due. Please pay at the meeting or by
mail to Harold Charns.

How to Submit Bromeliad
Specimens for Identification
WHAT TO SUBMIT: If the plant is small and
you have an extra one to spare, send the entire
plant. If the plant is large and bulky and you do
not wish to send the entire plant, you must
include two complete leaves (including their leaf
sheaths) along with the inflorescence and scape.
DESCRIBE any features not apparent on the
specimen, such as corolla and calyx color,
whether or not it is stoloniferous, height and
diameter, etc. A photograph or drawing of the
plant is often helpful, but can not substitute for an
actual specimen.
PROVIDE as much information about the origin
of the plant as possible, particularly if known, the
country where the plant was originally found. If
the plant was wild-collected, give country,
province or state, specific locality, habitat and
elevation above sea level.
FEE: $5.00 US per identification, in the form of
personal check, money order, or cash.
MAILING: Specimen should be sent by Air Mail
to: Harry Luther, BIC Marie Selby Botanical
Gardens, 811 South Palm Avenue, Sarasota, FL
34236.

Here is our president cleaning up at Marilyn Moyer’s’
house after our dinner. Photo is courtesy of Peter Wan.
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BROMELIAD SOCIETY OF SAN FRANCISCO (BSSF)
The BSSF is a non-profit educational organization promoting the study and cultivation of bromeliads. The BSSF
rd
meets monthly on the 3 Thursday at 7:30 PM in the Recreation room of the San Francisco County Fair Building, 9th
Avenue at Lincoln Way, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. Meetings feature educational lectures and displays of
plants. Go to the affiliate section of the BSI webpage for information about our meetings.
The BSSF publishes a monthly newsletter that comes with the membership. Annual dues are $15. To join the
BSSF, mail your name(s), address, telephone number, and check made payable to the BSSF to:
Harold Charns, BSSF Treasurer, 255 States Street, San Francisco, CA 94114-1405.

BSSF 2004 OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT
VICE PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
TREASURER
DIRECTORS:

Carl Carter
Bruce McCoy
Dorothy Dewing
Harold Charns
Keith Anderson
Roger Lane
Marilyn Moyer
Peder Samuelsen
Peter Wan

510-661-0568
415-641-7511
650-856-1441
415-861-6043
650-529-1278
650-949-4831
650-365-5560
650-365-5560
408-605-2637

carl.carter@varianinc.com
bmccoy@inreach.com
Harold@States-Street.com
e2keith@earthlink.net
rdodger@pacbell.net
MarilynMoyer@comcast.net
Pedersam@comcast.net
peterkwan@earthlink.net

BROMELIAD SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL
The Journal is published bimonthly at Orlando, Florida by the Bromeliad Society International. Subscription price (in
U.S. $) is included in the 12-month membership dues: single ($28.), dual (2 members at one address receiving one
Journal -$30). Address all membership and subscription correspondence to: Membership Secretary John Atlee,
1608 Cardenas Drive NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110-6628

BROMELIAD SOCIETY
OF
SAN FRANCISCO
Roger Lane
Newsletter Editor
551 Hawthorne Court
Los Altos, CA 94024-3121

JOIN THE BSI NOW!

