BROMELIAD SOCIETY OF SAN FRANCISCO

August 2005

NEWSLETTER
Our next meeting will be held on Thursday, July 21, 2005 at 7:30 PM
Recreation Room, San Francisco County Fair Building, 9th Avenue at Lincoln Way, Golden Gate Park,
San Francisco

August Program
East Bay Garden Tour
We will not be having our regular monthly
meeting this month at the Hall of Flowers.
Instead, we are visiting 5 gardens in the East
Bay followed by a pot luck dinner at the last
stop. This year we will include some nonmember gardens as well as members.
Thanks in advance to Dan Arcos and David
Feix for arranging this popular annual event.
The tour will be on Sunday, August 28th
and start at 11 AM and run until whenever.
Details about the gardens and directions are
inside the newsletter. This information with
maps
is
also
on
our
website:
www.sfbromeliad.org.
Dan Arcos is coordinating the food items for
the potluck, so please call him ((415) 8217377) to report what you plan to bring.

Here is a picture of Stacey Michaels at last
year’s garden tour on the peninsula.

This is one of our most popular events every
year, so do not miss it!
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January when he (1) fled from police inexplicably
when they spotted him loitering around a vending
machine and (2) later tried to post his $400 bail in
coins.

July Meeting
Last month Bruce McCoy provided a wonderful
slide show on the trip that he and Carl Carter
took earlier this year to the higher altitudes of
Costa Rica. Although this was a whirlwind trip,
they were able to see and photograph lots of
beautiful plants. We hope that Bruce is able to
keep the color in the plants he was able to bring
back.

Karen Lee Joachimmi, 20, was arrested in Lake
City, Florida for robbery of a Howard Johnson’s
motel. She was armed with only an electric chain
saw which was not plugged in.
45 year-old Amy Brasher was arrested in San
Antonio, Texas after a mechanic reported to
police that 18 packages of marijuana were packed
in the engine compartment of the car which she
had brought to the mechanic for an oil change.
According to the police, Brasher later said that
she didn’t realize that the mechanic would have to
raise the hood to change the oil.

Strybing Summer Garden Fair
Daniel Arcos and Carl Carter manned a table at
Strybing’s annual Summer Garden Fair on 6
August. This event gives different plant societies
to promote their activities and in our case sell a
few plants as well. We made a small profit for the
society and hopefully will garner some new
members. You may see some new faces at our
members’ garden tour who are curious about
bromeliads and were informed about the tour at
this garden fair. Thanks Dan and Carl for taking
time from your weekend to promote the society.

The Ann Arbor News crime column reported
that a man walked into a Burger King in
Ypsilanti, Michigan at 7:50 AM, flashed a gun
and demanded cash. The clerk turned him down
because he said he couldn’t open the cash register
without a food order. When the man ordered
onion rings, the clerk said they weren’t available
for breakfast. Frustrated, the man walked away.

Pamela Leaver Plant Sale

David Posmon, 33, was arrested recently in
Providence, R.I., after allegedly knocking out an
armored car driver and stealing the closest four
bags of money. It turned out they contained $800
in pennies, weighed 30 pounds each, and slowed
him to a stagger during his getaway so that police
officers easily jumped him from behind.

This is the last reminder about the sale of Pamela
Leaver’s plants.
Date: Saturday, August 13, 2005
Time: 10 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The Belgium news agency, Bela, reported in
November that a man suspected of robbing a
jewelry store in Liege said he couldn’t have done
it, “because he was busy breaking into a school at
the same time.” Police then arrested him for
breaking into the school.

Location: St. Vincent de Paul Headquarters
9235 San Leandro Street in Oakland
For more information, please contact Greg
Zaharoff at 510-385-1288 or gzaharoff@svdpalameda.org

Drug-possession defendant Christopher Johns,
on trial in March in Pontiac, Michigan, said he
had been searched without a warrant. The
prosecutor said the officer didn’t need a warrant
because of a “bulge” in Christopher’s jacket
could have been a gun.
Nonsense, said
Christopher, who happened to be wearing the
same jacket that day in court. He handed it over
so the judge could see it. The judge discovered a

Perfect Crime???
These are actual news stories that are reprinted from
the November 1996 The Bromeliad News, newsletter
of the Bromeliad Society of Sacramento.

Portsmouth, R.I. Police charged Gregory Rosa,
25, with a string of vending machine robberies in
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packet of cocaine in the pocket and laughed so
hard, he required a five-minute recess to compose
himself.

susceptible to some chemicals than others; e.g.
allergies.
Disyston granules are a fast and general spot
remedy. The crystals may be shaken into the cup
of bromeliads which must never be allowed to dry
out as the new young tip will grow out with burn
marks all over them. If you used these crystals on
the soil in the pot, it will only be of benefit to a
bromeliad with an active root system, i.e. a pup
with a root system will have no benefit of this
treatment. It is most important that you treat the
plants in the immediate vicinity and to water
these plants when you finish shaking the crystals
to get rid of the fumes.

Scale
This article is taken from the November 1996 The
BSGC News, newsletter of the Greater Chicago
Bromeliad Society. It is by John Catlan and originally
appeared in the Nov/Dec 1994 Bromlink, newsletter of
Mullumbimby, Australia.

We humans have a tendency to give things we
fear many names.
So therefore, Diaspis
boisduvalii is also known as Pin Spot Scale,
Black Scale, Pineapple Scale, and Hard Scale. It
is an insect – it is alive and when you poison it –
then it dies. (Editor’s Note: Here in the States, it
is called Fly Speck Scale.)

With miniature Neoregelias (such as ampullacea)
and all bromeliads with small cups which hold
such a small amount of water, spraying is
effective. If you are using a pyretherium spray,
the nymphs (young scale) are susceptible but
once they settle down and develop their hard
outer shell, they are resistant to pyretherium
spray. You should spray every seven days during
summer to get control over scale with this spray.

This scale does have limits. It is
1. only found on bromeliads,
2. susceptible to cold (doesn’t
appear to survive winters in
Melbourne) and
3. not overly fond of Tillandsias
(even T. cyanea), Vrieseas, or
Cryptanthus.

If you are going to go into dipping your plants,
you will need a five liter container for pups and a
200 liter container for very large plants. Make a
basket and lid out of trical mesh to fit into the
container – the lid of the basket is to make sure
the plant is forced under the surface. Do not get
drips on your clothing or person and always wear
gloves and protective clothing. Do not touch
your plants with your bare hands for several
weeks after treating them either by spraying or
dipping.

The scale has its preferences in the bromeliad
smorgasbord. It loves the Ananas, Aechmeas,
Neoregelias, and Billbergias. It is particularly
fond of Aechmea caudata, A. fasciata, and
Billbergia pyramidalis. Scale breeds during the
summer. This scale is controllable by a systemic
spray or granules. In the American journal they
mention Cygon (Editor’s note: Cygon is no
longer available to us in California). This is sold
in Australia as Rogor. Disyston granules are
another good control agent.
Disason is
recommended as an agent suitable to dip pups and
plants. White oil is not recommended as it is
detrimental to bromeliads.

Prior to dipping, use the hose to blast out any
rubbish caught between the leaves and clean the
plants the best you can so that the chemicals can
get to where these insects hide and thrive. Scale
and mealy bugs behave in a manner that resists
penetration of water to their hiding places.

Anything that will poison insects will poison
humans – there are no exceptions – it’s just that
some are less toxic than others. The problems
arise from unsafe principles of application –
familiarity breeds contempt. A lot of the things
that go wrong are the result of failure to observe
safe practices.
We must also take into
consideration that some humans are more

It is important that you dispose of the solution
safely. Waste not, want not. Firstly, filter out all
contaminants that could block up a spray and then
spray the solution over the plants. DO NOT tip
the solution into drains or gutters as this will end
up in our waterways and pollute them.
3

The fertilizer Potassium is a natural insecticide
and during this summer I will try and control the
scale on a control batch of bromeliads by
increasing the plants potassium contact. I am
hoping to get a complete control or weaken the
scale to such an extent that it becomes susceptible
to other controls or maybe it will not survive next
winter.

Edwards will become 73rd Ave. Ignore the
Hillmont Dr. on the right and go round the bend
past Bantry and get in the left turn lane, at
Hillmont Dr. Turn left. It is two blocks from
73rd Ave.

Second Stop, 12:00 AM to 12:45 PM
Randy Strauss and Katie McCarthy
6035 Wood Dr., Montclair
Telephone: David Feix 510-472-2702 cell

NORCAL Sale

The Randy Strauss and Katie McCarthy
Residence was landscaped by David Feix. It is a
California-Spanish style home on a slope with
numerous bromeliads, and tropicals typical of the
David Feix plant palette. This promises to be one
of the highlights of the tour.

The Northern California Cactus and Succulent
Societies (NORCAL) annual judged show and
plant sale on 23/24 July at the Hall of Flowers
was lots of fun and we did make some money for
the club. Although we purchased colorful and
blooming Tillandsias, we may not have charged
quite enough for some of the plants and we only
made about $250 profit. The plant sale cut is 7030% rather than 75-25%.

Directions: From Casper’s go back to I-580 West
and proceed onto Hwy-13 north. From Hwy-13
exit at Park Blvd and follow the frontage road,
Mountain Blvd to La Salle Ave, Turn Left. Very
shortly at the top of the hill you will turn Right
onto Wood Dr. Follow Wood Dr. and a bit past
Moyer Place is the Strauss/McCarthy Residence.

Tour to East Bay Gardens
It is that time of year again and we will be
visiting members’ gardens in the East Bay. Our
tour is scheduled to start at 11:00 AM and finish
after a potluck dinner at the last stop on Sunday,
28 August. All gardens will be open for viewing
for approximately 45 minutes with a 30-40
minutes travel time between each garden. Please
bring a potluck item for the final meeting at
Mario Trejo’s gardens and home. Honey-baked
ham will be provided. Please RSVP with item
to be brought and number of people attending
directly to Dan Arcos at (415) 821-7377.

Third Stop, 1:00 PM to 1:45 PM
Tom Koerber
118 El Camino Real, Berkeley
Telephone: 510-655-0983
Tom has a diverse collection of bromeliads with a
large greenhouse, beautifully mounted Tillandsias
and insectivorous plants. Tom also has a great
vegetable garden.

First Stop, 11:00 AM to 11:45 AM
Casper Curto and Daryl Ducharme
7612 Hillmont Dr., Oakland
Telephone: 415-613-1265 cell

Directions: From Montclair get back to Hwy-13
and follow it north to Berkeley where it becomes
Tunnel Rd just past Hwy-24 then just as it
becomes Ashby Ave turn left onto Domingo
Ave then left onto El Camino Real.

Casper and Daryl have a half acre plus of
landscaped property with bromeliads, orchids,
cacti, succulents, rhodies, camellias, palms and
other tropicals and subtropicals as well as an
orchid greenhouse and lathe-house. Casper and
Daryl are looking forward to seeing us there.

Fourth Stop, 2:00 PM to 2:20 PM
David Feix
1294 Delaware, Berkeley
Telephone: 510-472-2702 cell

Directions: Exit I-580 at Edwards or Keller if
coming from South and drive towards the Bay,
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SF, CA 94105

Fifth Stop, 2:30 PM to 2:50 PM
Paul Leondis
2331 10th St. Berkeley
Telephone: David Feix 510-472-2702 cell

Thomas Vincze
777 Bryn Mawr Court
Mountain View, CA 94043

David Feix's home is undergoing an extensive
renovation so we are only going to stop there
briefly for a quick look then go over to Paul
Leondis' just 5 minutes away. Paul is known to
many of us from the plant community as a lover
of the unusual. He has a few bromeliads, many
cycads and other unique specimens.

Ted and Diana Kipping
Tree Shapers, LLC
257 Joost Avenue
SF, CA 94131
tkippingsprint@earthlink.net
Christine Krasovich
984 Valerie Ct
El Sobrante, CA 94803
(510)375-1575
cakr@mac.com

Directions: From Tom's go back to Ashby Ave
and follow it toward the Bay. At Sacramento St
turn right. 3 blocks past University Ave is the
North Berkeley BART Station. Turn Left onto
Delaware St. David's is about 3 blocks down.
From David's go down to San Pablo Ave, turn
left. When you get to Channing Way, turn
Right and Right onto 10th Street.

Sixth Stop, 3:00 PM
Mario Trejo
723 Curtis St. Albany
Telephone: David Feix 510-472-2702 cell
Mario's backyard is a sunny tropical hide-a-way
so bring a hat and/or sunscreen to better enjoy the
water lilies, bromeliads heliconias and palms.
You'll think you're in Venezuela.

Is Encholirium horridum one of the Brazilian
bromeliads we will see in next month’s trip to
Brazil with Woody Minnich?

Directions: From Paul's head north on San Pablo
Ave through Berkeley to Albany crossing
Gilman, Marin Ave and Solano Ave. 2 blocks
past Solano Ave turn right onto Portland Ave.
Follow Portland and turn right onto Curtis.
There is a Safeway at the corner of Curtis St and
Solano Avenue in case you need to purchase lastminute items for the pot luck.

Welcome New Members
Joshua Schechtel
391 Missouri Street
SF, CA 94107
Dale J. Lougins
34 Glover Street
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BROMELIAD SOCIETY OF SAN FRANCISCO (BSSF)
The BSSF is a non-profit educational organization promoting the study and cultivation of bromeliads. The BSSF
rd
meets monthly on the 3 Thursday at 7:30 PM in the Recreation room of the San Francisco County Fair Building, 9th
Avenue at Lincoln Way, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. Meetings feature educational lectures and displays of
plants. Go to the affiliate section of the BSI webpage for information about our meetings.
The BSSF publishes a monthly newsletter that comes with the membership. Annual dues are single ($15), dual
($20). To join the BSSF, mail your name(s), address, telephone number, and -check made payable to the BSSF to:
Harold Charns, BSSF Treasurer, 255 States Street, San Francisco, CA 94114-1405.

BSSF 2005 OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT
VICE PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
TREASURER
DIRECTORS:

Carl Carter
Bruce McCoy
Dorothy Dewing
Harold Charns
Keith Anderson
Roger Lane
Marilyn Moyer
Peder Samuelsen
Peter Wan

510-661-0568
510-835-3311
650-856-1441
415-861-6043
650-529-1278
650-949-4831
650-365-5560
650-365-5560
408-605-2637

carl.carter@ekit.com
bruce.mccoy@gmail.com
Harold@States-Street.com
e2keith@comcast.net
rdodger@pacbell.net
MarilynMoyer@comcast.net
Pedersam@comcast.net
peterkwan@earthlink.net

BROMELIAD SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL
The Journal is published bimonthly at Orlando, Florida by the Bromeliad Society International. Subscription price (in
U.S. $) is included in the 12-month membership dues: single ($28.), dual (2 members at one address receiving one
Journal -$30). Address all membership and subscription correspondence to: Membership Secretary John Atlee, 1608
Cardenas Drive NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110-6628

BROMELIAD SOCIETY
OF
SAN FRANCISCO
Roger Lane
Newsletter Editor
551 Hawthorne Court
Los Altos, CA 94024-3121

Plan on an Exciting Trip to View Bromeliads of Brazil Next Month

